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A. Background and Rationale 
 
The movement of people is an integral part of globalization. Economic and demographic change, 
growing disparities in incomes, welfare and human security, and improvements in technology are 
driving massive increases in mobility. Hundreds of millions move each year for short periods as 
tourists or business travelers. Others move for longer periods as students, temporary workers or 
mobile professionals. About 200 million are counted as long-term international migrants – those who 
have lived outside their countries of birth for at least a year. Not everyone moves voluntarily: there 
are some 14 million refugees, two-thirds of them in situations of long-term exile with little chance of 
resolution. About half a million people seek asylum each year, and find that borders are often closed 
to them.  
 
Migration is a major factor in economic, social and cultural change. It may be caused by poverty and 
conflict, but can in-turn be a barrier to development and undermine already precarious states. 
Countries of origin fear loss of skills, but hope for development impetus through remittances and 
technology transfer. In receiving countries, migration is seen by some as a threat to national identity, 
wages and welfare, and a key security issue. Yet demographic and economic change is leading to 
strong demand for both highly-skilled and lower-skilled workers. New communication and transport 
technologies undermine traditional models of immigrant incorporation. More and more people live 
their lives across borders and develop a transnational consciousness, posing important dilemmas for 
the nation-state and citizenship. 
 
Migrant trafficking must be viewed within this overall context of trafficking in human beings. At the 
same time, since migrant trafficking is directed towards countries which already have significant legal 
and clandestine migrant communities, the practice must be analyzed in light of current patterns of 
international migration. Clarifying what is meant by "migrant trafficking" will facilitate as systematic 
as possible an examination of a practice which has generated a lucrative „business‟ venture. 
 
Asia may be considered the busiest world region in terms of migrant trafficking.  China receives 
attention as probably the largest source country for trafficked migrants in the region and perhaps the 
world. Estimates of the number of trafficked Chinese migrants in transit at any one time currently 
run in the hundreds of thousands.  International Chinese smuggling networks are highly organized 
gangs with access to sophisticated technology and vast human and material resources worldwide. 
 
Huge numbers of these migrants head for Europe and North America but intra-regional flows -- to 
the better –developed economies in the region such as Japan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, and 
South Korea, as well as between the South Asian countries - are also significant.  There is extensive 
labor migration from Asia to the Gulf States and other countries in the Middle East. The role of 
migrant trafficking in these flows, however, is unclear.  Many countries in Southeast Asia are used as 
transit points by migrant traffickers. Thailand and Hong Kong are probably the busiest in that 
respect, but trafficked migrants are passing through Macao, Singapore, Taiwan, and Myanmar.  
Cambodia is also now the transit point for human trafficking between Vietnam and Thailand, given 
that the law of Cambodia is rampant with corruption people will find it easy to smuggle or bribe the 
border authorities to allow any type of trafficking to come through.  Bangkok and Manila are also 
important as fraudulent document centers. Some reports also point to the Himalayan region, 
especially Nepal, as a transit area for other Asians (Afghans, Indians) heading west, often to 
Germany. 



 
Labor migration, both temporary and long-term has reached to over 200 Million globally, where a 
vast majority of the migrants comes from countries in the Southern hemisphere. Philippines for 
example, sends 3,000 Overseas Contract Workers (OCWs) everyday, with more than 10% of its total 
population now working overseas. According to a study conducted by the Global Commission on 
International Migration, “ there are broadly 2 systems of labor migration in Asia, the first and the 
largest involves mainly unskilled and semi-skilled engaged in low-pay, low-status, so-called 3D (dirty, 
dangerous, difficult), drawn predominantly from Southeast Asian countries Indonesia, Thailand, 
Philippines, China, Burma, and Vietnam, and second are highly-skilled workers from India, Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh and Philippines drawn to the Newly Industrialized Countries (NICs) or to jobs 
where there is a mismatch in the training and education programs and available skills from within 
home countries.1” The main host countries for these migrants in Asia are Japan, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Singapore, Korea and Malaysia. The recent Global Forum in Migration and Development in 
July 2007 in Brussels reminds us of the gravity of the problem calling all governments of receiving 
and sending countries to immediately ratify the UN International Convention on the Protection of 
the Rights of All Migrants Workers and Members of their Families, and subsequently enact laws in 
their countries that will protect the rights of the migrants and their families.   
 
To help the Student Christian Movements within the World Student Christian Federation of Asia 
Pacific (WSCF AP) understand the complexities of migration and human trafficking as it relates to 
Human Rights, we are proposing a Human Rights Workshop in Bogor West Java Indonesia to bring 
together  25 student from each SCM to participate in a workshop that aims to achieve the following 
objectives: 
 
B. Objectives of the workshop: 
 
Overall, the project aims to contribute in the effort to protect and respect the dignity and 
human rights of all people. Specifically, WSCF AP aims to provide students in the Asia 
Pacific regions with Human Right Education to enhance their participation towards human 
rights and peace advocacy, gender justice work and strengthen their capacity to respond to 
human rights solidarity work.   
 
Specifically, the Human Rights Workshop aims: 
 

¶ To deepen awareness on the situation of Migrations and Human Trafficking and develop analysis 
on the effects of neo-liberal globalization on these issues. 

 

¶ To strengthen the faith dimension of the students by provide biblico-theological understanding on 
the issue of Migration and Trafficking.    

 

¶ To understand existing mechanisms locally and internationally on migration and human trafficking, 
such as the UN International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrants Workers 
and Members of their Families, and relate this to the national context.  

 

¶ To come up with plans of action in support of Migrants and Trafficking issues and their 
advocacies, locally, nationally and regionally. 
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¶ To provide opportunity for students to develop their Advocacy Skills using the migration and 
trafficking issues as a specific example. 

 
C. Process, Methodology and Workshop Content 
 
The workshop will bring together 25 young people from the SCMs and groups engaged in advocacy 
and work among the people affected by these issues. The program will include inputs and discussion 
on the theme, UN and state mechanisms addressing the problem of migration, trafficking and 
internally displaced, studies of the work done by groups engaged in the advocacy of these issues, 
exposure and integration will be arranged to see the actual condition and situation of people. An 
action plan for WSCF and SCMs to take concrete actions to address these issues will be produced. 
The following is a summary of each of the major component of the program:    
 
Keynote Presentation on the Regional and Global context and perspective on Migration and 
Human Trafficking: The session aims to provide over-all situation of internally displaced, migrants, 
asylum seekers and trafficked persons in the region; it also aims to provide students with critical 
understanding on the global and regional perspective of the issues and how it relates to the agenda of 
neo-liberal globalization,. The session will highlight the key issues that needs to be addressed in 
Migration and Trafficking.  
 
Student Panel Presentation on specific issues of Migration and Trafficking from the perspective 
and experience of the young people. Specifically how migration and trafficking impacts on youth and 
women in today‟s context.  The panel presenters will be the student participants who will prepare a 
presentation before coming to the HR Workshop on Women and Migration and Youth and 
Migration.  
 
Input on Migration, Trafficking and Human Rights (UN International Conventions on 
Migration). This session will examine the issues of Migration and Human Trafficking  from a 
Human Rights Perspective and give an overview and the salient points of the UN International 
Convention on Migration. The session aims to provide the students with the critical understanding of 
existing mechanisms to protect the rights of the migrants and the trafficked.  
 
Case Studies on Human Rights, Migration and Trafficking from the national context will 
highlight national laws on Migration and Trafficking by examining specific cases in some countries 
where there are laws (or the absence thereof) that addressed the rights of migrants and trafficked 
people.  
 
Thematic Workshop Groups on Issues: The thematic workshop groups will focus on particular 
themes. The participants will share from their country situation the  themes that they have chosen in 
advance following a guideline that will be prepared by the Human Rights Committee. 

 
1. Labor Migration and Migrant workers 
2. trafficking, displacement from land, culture and values, Indigenous peoples 
3. ethnic/ racial discrimination 
4. Internally Displaced People (IDP) 
5. Migration and „Development‟ 

 
Guide Questions and Country Sharing: 
 

1. Country situation on the issues of migration and human trafficking 
2. What laws do you have in your country (is it effective? how?) 
3. What are the groups, movements working on this issue? 



 
Exposure Program on the Indonesia Context on Migration and Trafficking. One day exposure 
program on the issue from the Indonesian context and experience. Impact of Migration and 
Trafficking  on the life of people in the local communities The group will be divided into 3 groups to 
visit areas and meet migrants and displaced or trafficked people. They will also visit NGO‟s and 
groups working with these issues to learn strategies and actions and understand how they are 
responding to these issues.    
 
Advocacy Skills Training; The HR workshop includes a two-day advocacy skills training aimed to 
equip students with skills and ideas to do advocacy work on migrants issue. A separate module with 
the content and topic will be prepared by the facilitators focusing on advocacy skills. 
 
Bible Studies on Migration and Trafficking.. 2 Bible study sessions will be organized in the 
workshop which aims to deepen understanding of these issues from the Faith and biblical 
perspective. 
 
Strategizing and Action Planning will also produce a platform of cooperation between student 
and youth groups engaged and interested on migration issues.  
 
Criteria and Selection of Participants:  
 

1. Gender Balance (equal number of women and men)  
2. Students who have basic knowledge on Human Rights concepts  
3. Participants will be required  to show commitment to work with local SCM on the issues of 

Human Rights when they return to their movements.  
4. Participants will be asked to submit the an essay answering the following questions: 

 
Application Questionnaire: 
 

¶ Write a brief paragraph on your understanding of migration and human trafficking. 

¶ What is your expectation on this program 

¶ How relevant is this issue of Migration and Human Trafficking is to the community and 
country where you are from? 

¶ What are some practical ways that you can contribute to your local SCM at the completion of 
this program? 
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June 4  
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7:30 – 8:30  
 
Arrival of 
participants 

Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 
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Worship and 
Program  

 
Bible Study  

 
 
Exposure and 
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NGO‟s and 
local groups  

 
Bible Study  

 
Attend 
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Advocacy  
Skills 
Training 

 
Departure  

  
Keynote 
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Trafficking and 
Human Rights 
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Conventions on 
Migration)  
 

 
Sharing from 
Exposures 

 
Advocacy  
Skills 
Training 
 
 

  
Discussion  

 
Case Studies 
Presentations 
 

 
Developing our 
Analysis on the 
issues 

12:30 - 
1:30  

 Lunch  Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

  
Arrival of 
participants 

 
Student Panel 
Presentations 
 

 
Thematic 
Workshop 
Groups 
 

 
Exposure and 
Visits to 
NGO‟s and 
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Action and 
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Advocacy  
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and 
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discussion 
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 Closing  
Worship and 
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7:00 – 8:30  Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner  

  Welcome       



Billeting  Fellowship  Film  and 
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Presentation   

Return to 
venue from 
Exposure 

Solidarity Night  Free Time  Solidarity 
Night 

 
 
 
 
 


