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




                                                
1 Literally “male –centeredness” (from the Greek word andro- “male”). A linguistic and cultural system that 
understands male/man as the norm and wo/men as secondary, peripheral, and deviant.  
2 A neologism coined by Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza and derived from the Greek workds for “lord” or 
“master”(kyrios) and “to rule or dominate”(archein) which seeks to redefine the analytic category of patriarchy in 
terms of multiplicative intersecting structures of domination. Kyriarchy is a socio-political system of domination in 
which elite educated propertied men hold power over wo/men and other men. Kyriarchy is besttheorized as a 



             
         
              
           

                    

     
           
             

               


 

 





      
            
     
             
 


o 
o 
o 
o 





 


 


 


 



                                                                                                                                                       
complex pyramidal system of intersecting multiplicative social structures of superordination and subordination, or 
ruling and oppression.  



 


 






                



            


 




 


 



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