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SCMers Bron & Rachel on the streets of
Redfern with Vladimir
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Illustration: Nerida Schulz
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So many thoughts crossed my mind in relation to this experience
but the one that has stayed with me the most is the notion of
communication as a threat, as a site of danger. Perhaps it is this
very small, very intricate, insignificant exchange of talking and
listening, of chatting that is at the heart of destabilising the power
structures and sources of oppression. Perhaps it is in this
dangerous exchange that the systems of alienation,

dehumanisation and disempowerment that we live in can be
challenged. Perhaps there is something inherently radical about
just talking with the people around us — the shopkeeper, the person
on the train and especially the disempowered, those whose voices
are least audible. Perhaps this is the big deal about those
designated as ‘Us’ talking with those assigned to be ‘Them’.
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SCMers John, Clare, Bron & Rachel
at The Block. Redfern
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' 1 in 3 women in Australia have experienced

physical violence (the most comprehensive
statistics are still from the 1996 Women’s Safety
Survey done by the Australian Bureau of Statistics,
due to be repeated in 2006).
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2 While 60.4% of Australian women with $ 6G
dependent children are employed, on average,
women spend 5 hours/day in unpaid work, about
twice the time men do (Striking the Balance:
women, men, work and family, HREOC, 2005, 3Crime Commission acts on sex slavery’, Sydney

p.24). Morning Herald, 11 August 2005.
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