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Picture of old woman and small boy 
ommitted for internet use. 
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1 I have also been told that the Hebrew concept of 
‘remembering’ is quite different to the English-
language one but I do not have space to explore this 
here. 
2 A quick search at <www.dictionary.com> suggests 
that this usage is being taken up again but usually in 
specialist areas such as engineering: ‘to return to an 
original shape or form after being deformed or altered’. 
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3 Interestingly, the Modern Italian equivalent of 
‘remember’ is actually ricordare, a combination of the 
Latin re- and c� r ‘heart’, a legacy of the heart having 
been considered the site of memory. There are, 
however, literary forms that are of similar origin to the 
English: rimembrare and rimemorare. 
4 The request is imbued with a sense of futurity that I 
also find difficult to comprehend but a discussion of 
Lucan theology on the ‘kingdom’ would be a whole 
other article. 
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5 The concept of ‘first principles’ is used in 
mathematics and philosophy to mean a simple starting 
point for development of a coherent logical system 
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It does seem that we as a nation have finally 
accepted that ethics are no longer important. 
It really is every person/ social unit for 
themselves. This is J-Ho's greatest 
achievement. Nietzsche wrote a series of 
'untimely meditations' - untimely because they 
critiqued the times that he was writing in. We 
have become untimely people, which means 
the very terms and concepts that our 
language is based on are no longer valued. 
The basis for our arguments has been 
eroded. I feel like burning my Oz passport. 
Certainly if I travel overseas in the next couple 
of years I am going to travel as an Irish 
citizen. Of course, these are just reactions 
expressing the depths of embarrassment and 
despair that we're feeling. In times like these I 
seek a sense of purpose and challenge to 
focus my energies and work toward 
revolution. By revolution I mean facing the 
challenge of confronting the politics of narrow, 
unenlightened self-interest and fear, and 
offering real, practical alternatives to it. How 
to do this is the question I'm left asking. ������
�������

While the extent of the Coalition victory in the 
House of Reps may have surprised many, the 
most significant outcome of the election was 
its effect on the Senate. If Howard is able to 
gain a majority in the Senate within a year's 
time, then it will not only be possible for him 
to push through controversial legislation such 
as the sale of Telstra and further industrial 
relations reform, but the operations of the 
Senate itself are under threat. The Howard 
Government would be tempted to can all 
inquiries that are likely to call into question 

his policies, particularly in areas related to 
international relations and welfare, or even to 
abolish the Senate itself.  There will be an 
increased burden on already strained resources 
of progressive voices such as the churches and 
NGOs to ensure that reports into the state of 
the nation are released and acted upon. And 
while you're at it, watch out for changes to 
those media ownership laws. Time to 
emigrate? NO! While New Zealand may look 
attractive – stay and work for a better 
future. It’s your Australia . +�����(�
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Carolyn’s thoughts made me think that 
Christians with a different take should be 
louder about it all.  Write articles for 
newspapers and try to shift the debate 
ourselves, because the Labor party sure isn't 
going to by themselves, and the Greens are 
running the risk of being deliberately 
marginalised the more they are feared by the 
big two.  We have to do it ourselves: speak 
about our convictions and link our faith to our 
belief in pluralism and generosity.  If we don't, 
Christians who have had fewer opportunities 
than we have to reflect on the social gospel 
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will end up following the right wing.  Perhaps 
we simply haven't had enough suffering yet to 
force a change����������4���	���

Being louder is actually very tricky.  Have a 
look at the Uniting Church Assembly website 
election  information pages 
http://nat.uca.org.au/unitingjustice/resources/e
lection2004/ , look at the media statements 
made by the Uniting Church in the lead-up to 
the election and then reflect on how many of 
these isues were taken up by the media...  It 
wasn't for a want of trying that Christians who 
aren't taking the religious right position didn't 
get media space. Maybe us writing articles 
might work better than statements from 
Uniting Justice etc. I was horrified but not 
surprised to hear that Hillsong got behind the 
Liberal candidate for Greenway, and that 
media commentators were touting this and 
Family First as the Christian perspective.  
Surely there are some 'practising Christians' 
who stand for the Greens, the Democrats and 
Labour.  It would be really nice if they said so 
occasionally, so that the public understanding 
of what Christianity stands for wasn't so 
skewed.  Maybe they do but it doesn't 
make news. Grrrr. +����6������
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On the topic of leaving Christianity because of 
the abuses perpetrated in its name  - I guess 
that it is in some respects entirely 
understandable. The problem with choosing 
that path is that you abandon the tradition to 
those who soil it, and can lose access to the 
wonderful resources that it provides for one 
who does seek for justice and mercy in this 
world. I also can understand the woman's 
tension. Its like my feeling of wanting to 
renounce being Australian because I'm 
embarrassed by this election result. It’s an 
honest feeling, but really, in the end I do care 
about Australia sufficiently to want to continue 
to stick it out. One really does have the 
responsibility to demonstrate that not all 
Australians (or Christians) are the nasty sort 
that seem to be dominating at the moment��
�������������

I got an alert from the Age that shows we can't 
make assumptions about Family First being 
totally reactionary. The Age reports that FF's 
president is "Australia's first ever female 
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indigenous party leader" and she would like 
the government to apologise for the stolen 
generations. I've been trying to, ostrich-like, 
pretend that FF was not a force to be 
considered, so I haven't been paying any 
attention to them and this report took me 
completely by surprise.�����������������
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I came across another view yesterday in my 
conversations with people who voted for 
Howard. One man told me that as a middle 
class person he had to vote for the Liberals 
because Labor was for the working classes.  
Several people agreed.  When I questioned 
this in relation to both parties’ economic 
policies he could not justify his view - it was 
just a gut instinct!! Clearly the fear mongering 
had worked.  What was more disturbing 
though was that he said he would always vote 
Liberal for that reason.���������V������
�����

I think that next election needs to sell a vision 
of an Australia that's different and not selfish 
if it's going to win over the Liberals. As such 
I've developed a motto for the next election's 
campaign: 

"IT'S NOT ABOUT YOU" 
In relation to the environment policies 
someone might ask about MY job, to which 
the appropriate response would be: It's not 
about you. In relation to increasing taxes the 
appropriate response would be: It's not about  
you. In relation to border protection the 
appropriate response would be: It's not about 
you.��
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Remembering is 
not just a personal 

need but a 
national and even 

an international 
one in the face of 

a general 
international, 
national and 

personal cult of 
forgetting.  
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D. Beryl Phillips, an ASCM friend from Victoria, has prepared a 16-page A4 booklet for Pax Christi. 
Entitled ‘Celebrating Difference’, it seeks to counter sectionalism and fear engendered by recent 
world events and attitudes by tackling distrust and division between different faiths and cultures, 
especially Christians and Muslims. The booklet is intended for individual reading as well as group 
discussion. It is available for $4.00 (plus $1.00 postage and handling) from Pax Christi Victoria, PO 
Box 31, Carlton Vic 3053, pax.at.christi.org.au (03) 9379 3889 fax (03) 9379 1711. 
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