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SCM FRI ENDS [ Vi c]
NEWSLETTER

¢ The gum leaves form a |iving
Whi t sun Edition June 2003 cross: the Christ.
' - ¢ The flowering gumuts form a
flame: the Spirit.
¢ The flowers and |eaves form a
scooping notion, towards the
centre wher e concentric
circles, t he Cr eat or God,
radi at e out war ds.
¢ Gathered around the circle are
a community of people, the SCM
nmeeti ng in wor shi p and
friendship
¢ An Easter Reflection ¢ Round the Wwrld - The WS C
¢ Report ~ National F
Coor di nat or ¢ For Your Bookshel f
¢ Herb Feith ~ Pioneer ¢ A Sobering Call from Anerica
¢ Mythol ogy of The Matrix ~ ¢ Forgiveness ~ Sophia
Fil m Revi ew Whol dri dge
¢ Interesting Wbsites ¢ The Mywvenent Round the
¢ John Cochrane O Neill -~ Nat i on
Schol ar
¢ National Conference ~ 2003
The Narrative of Love: An Easter Refl ection.

Heard again
in troubled tines,
wor ds that speak
of invitation,
of heal i ng,
of an earthed re-awakeni ng,

of surprising resurrection.

Wrds that even in these
fragil e days

connect us

with a wider Narrative of
Love,

with a place of
transformati on,

wi th a paradi gm of grace.
And sonewhere
in our souls,
wher e questions and awar eness
meet as friends,
we recogni se

that gentle, ancient, Truth,
and,
inits ever-present strength,
di scover
that our hearts still sing
of hope.
Peter MIIlar, Sydney, April 2003

Fromthe Editor's Desk:
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Faith against Faith in the
nane of Law, Truth and
Rights - this is nothing
new. |t seens nothing has
been | earned, particularly
when Absol ute Certainty and
its offspring, Intolerant
Judgnental ism are | auded as
the | eaders to the Prom sed
Par adi se of Eternal life
with the "All Seeing Deity
above the d ouds'.

Wthin the University of

Mel bourne and its SCM of the
|ate forties and early
fifties, John O Neill and

SCM Hi story: It is with

pl easure that we announce

t hat the manuscript of the
| ong awai ted history of the
ASCMis in final stages of

Herb Feith were enabled to
guestion the mysteries of
truth and faith as taught
and experienced through
their respective backgrounds
of conservative
Presbyteriani sm and of
Judaismin flight fromthe

i npendi ng Hol ocaust. The
cont enpor ary Movenent
continues the exploration of
faith and life, and an SCM
Friend in Anmerica delivers a
war ni ng. Read on...

JimMartin

preparation for the printer.
It Is expected that details
of price and publication
date will be made shortly.

Report of the Nati onal

Coor di nator on WSCF Regi onal

Meet i ng

OVERVI EW

The Regi onal Meeting for
SCM General Secretaries,
Coordi nators and ot her
senior staff in the Asia-
Paci fic region including
representatives from

I ndia, Sri Lanka and
Bangl adesh; Bur ma,
Canbodi a, Thail and,

| ndonesi a and Phil i ppi nes,
Korea, Hong Kong and

Tai wan together with the
Regi onal Wonen's

Coordi nator from

Si ngapore; apol ogi es were
recei ved from Japan.
Australia and New Zeal and
al t er nat es.

The purposes wer e:

e To share the situation
of national novenents

e To search for strategies
to enpower the national
novenent s

e To strengthen

rel ati onshi p anong

nati onal novenents,

regi onal office and I RO

e To articulate the vision
and m ssion of the SCMs

e To share the current
prograns of the WSCF- AP

O these, the first, third
and fifth were the primry
pur poses, and certainly
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t he areas nost focused
upon. Beate and Nana, the
| nt er - Regi onal Co-
Secretaries CGeneral, and
t he Regi onal Secretary
fromthe Mddl e East were
present.

What | have gained from
at t endi ng

The nost inportant thing
was renewi ng ny feeling of
| nspiration and
comm t nent .

The sources of these
I ncl ude:

e the realisation that a

| ot of other novenents
already rely, as we do, on
vol unteer or very |lowpaid
staff, whose commtnent to
“serve the people” (as
SCM Phi | i ppi nes puts it)
was evi dent and hunbling

e the energy that cones
from genui nely shari ng
one’s struggles with
others who are simlarly
struggling, and finding
points of inspiration in
each other’s stories

e discovering in the
process, that the AP

of fice and the ot her
novenents do under st and
that the ASCMis really
struggling (nost valiantly
and with real grounds for
optimsm nay | add)

e finding that the AP
regi onal and nati onal
staff see the WSCF as a
“famly”, not just a
“Federation”, ie. W not

only tal ked but also Iived
out a discipleship of

br ot her/ si st erhood, and
expect to continue doing
so from our hone

countri es.

| " ve al so | earned vari ous
ki nds of information, sone
of which |I’"ve al ready
shared by enmai|l and ot her
aspects of which wll flow
out as they becone

rel evant (eg. a clearer
under st andi ng about

vari ous AP prograns and
the forthcom ng General
Assenbly). A coupl e of

t hi ngs are worth expandi ng
on here.

SCM Phi | i ppi nes novenent
exchange

| returned from Thail and
feeling nore enthusiastic
about the proposal for a
menber of SCWP to cone and
work with us in Australia.
Thai l and has a very strong
novenent, built on sound
or gani si ng principles and
a great sense of
commtnent fromtheir

vol unteer staff. Qoviously
Australia differs fromthe
Phil i ppines in many ways.
However, |I'’msure it can
be a really val uabl e

| ear ni ng experience for

all involved. Cate O arke
I n Adelaide is now in
contact directly with
Leni, the proposed

del egate from SCVMP, who is
a very experienced nenber
of the volunteer national
staff.
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Canbodi a novenent exchange

Canbodia SCMis a brand
new novenent, which for
the |l ast few years has
received a | ot of AP
support (relatively
speaking) as it tries to
get off the ground.
Unfortunately they took a
bi g step backwards when

t he Kanpuchea Council of
Churches col | apsed | ast
year, so they’'re starting
al most from scratch.
Fortunately, they have an
excel l ent nati onal

coordi nator by the nane of
| m Thano (famly nane I n),
wth whom| spent a | ot of
time. W spent sone tine
di scussi ng a nunber of
suggestions as to how we
could all help.

One is that the AP office
shoul d set up an e-nail

| ist for the national
coordinators to share
resources and ideas for
Canbodia SCM | anticipate
that we will gain as nuch
or nore than we contribute
by being an active part of
this list. Once it’s up
and running, | may put out
an invitation for

i nterested SCMers to join
I f that seens appropriate.

Anot her is that the

exi sting novenents,
particularly those with
strong English skills,
wer e encouraged to set up
a novenent exchange to
Canbodi a. Aot earoa SCM
will take the [ead on

organi sing this, which
will involve an SCMer or
young Friend going to
Canbodia for 6 nonths or
nore and tutoring in
English as well as hel ping
to organi se SCM
activities. Wre
anticipating that WSCF- AP
will cover the airfare and
sonme of the food and

| odgi ng costs, with others
bei ng earned through the
tutoring. Thano is an
Engl i sh teacher hinself
and woul d set up the
“school ", the incone,
from which, would be

| nportant for funding SCM
prograns. The question for
us is, does anyone have an
interest in being a

vol unteer, preferably from
early next year?

Renewed contact with
Aot ear oa SCM

At the neeting | net ny
Aot earoa (NZ) counterpart,
Tess Wndle, who had al so
organi sed the recent Wnen
Doi ng Theol ogy conference.
She’s energetic and a
great contact. | |ook
forward to keeping in
touch with her, and we'l|
see if a novenent exchange
(in either or both
directions) is possible
around national conference
time. (Hopefully our
common hol i day weeks won’t
overl ap next July.)
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General Assenbly 2004 *

Thi s gat hering of
representatives fromevery
SCMin the world (over
100) will be held,

t oget her with our Regi onal
Commttee Meeting, in
Thail and during late July
and early August 2004.

Vol unteers w Il be sought
for delegates and for as
staff or planning

comm ttee nenbership at
the regional or inter-

regi onal | evel. Contact
Shehara Vi swanat han
sheharav@otmai | . com for nore
I nformati on.

Resour ces

There are great resources
out there that can save us
fromre-inventing the
wheel . The only problem
Is, wthout a centralised
library in a national
office it’s to access

t hese. A few of us asked
that an annotated |ist of
books and ot her AP
resources be circul at ed.

Anot her resource is the AP
websi t e,

http://ww. wscfap. org, which

I ncl udes i nformation about
past and future prograns,
articles fromPraxis (the
AP newsl etter) and |inks
to the web-sites of the
nati onal novenents. |f you
haven’'t al ready had a

| ook, | encourage you to
do so!

' This has been del ayed to 2004
for financial reasons. It was to
be held this year.

Finally

Geetings to all of you
from Shin, Yock Leng,
Beate and all the
partici pants — and from
nme, your re-energised
nati onal coordi nator.
Shawn Whel an, Nati onal
Coor di nat or ASCM
nat coord@scm or g. au
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Herb Feith ~ Pioneer

This feature on Herb
Feith, an ardent acti vi st
for peace and justice,
paid tribute to himas the
first Australian Vol unt eer
Abr oad. The programme
was aired on Radio
National's - Encounter -
9'" March 2003 % fromthe
transcript of which the
following review is
abstract ed. Herb died in
| ate 2001

The founder of | ndonesian
studies in Australi a,

Pr of essor Herb Feith,
arrived here as a young
refugee from Nazi - occupi ed
Vienna. His scholarship
s well known. But not

t he experi ences and

I nfl uences that forned his
et hical viewpoint and his
| di osyncratic religious
perspective.

Over the years Herb's
voi ce was heard many tines
on ABC progranmes.
Whenever | ndonesi a hove

i nto the news, soneone
woul d invariably call on
Herb Feith, a renowned
schol ar of | ndonesi an
politics and a remarkabl e

2

Reprinted with thanks to
Betty Feith and Margaret
Cof f ey, based upon the

Encount er programe of the
ABC. Encounter is broadcast
Sunday at 7.10 am Wdnesday
at 7.10 pm and Thursday at

4. 05 am

http://ww. abc.net.au/rn/relig
[enc/stories/s796902. ht m

t eacher at universities
here and i n | ndonesi a.

Listen to his voice:

Herb Feith: Indonesia is
of course a very diverse
country in terns of the
ethnic communities that
make it up, with the
Javanese and t he Sundanese
and the M nangakabaus and
so on. Sukarno had the
ability to speak to all of
t hese communities to speak
to themon their own
terms. He travelled a
great deal. He talked to
many of the ethnic
communities in their own

| anguage, he was a
marvel | ous |inguist and |
t hink the fact that

| ndonesi a has renai ned a
unity in that transethnic
sense owes a great deal to
hi m

Margaret Coffey:. Betty
Evans, a matricul ation
student at M.C in 1947
first met into Herb Feith
as nmenbers of the UN

I nter-schools' Conmmittee.
Herb had al ready drawn
away fromidentifying
himself with the Jew sh
community. He told an

| ndonesian interfaith
group in 1998 that around
t he age of 15 he read

vari ous books that made
hi m a humani st and he
began to consider Judai sm
as an obstacle. He was
reacting he said to a
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nunber of factors: Jew sh
excl usi vi sm aggressive

Zi oni sm an apparent

obl i viousness to Third
Worl d problens on the part
of his Jew sh peers. And
t hen, he adm red Gandhi's
uni versalism But on that
occasion in |Indonesia he
al so read to the assenbl ed
Muslins, Christians and

ot hers, the prayer he
remenbered vividly from
every chil dhood Sabbat h:

t he Shema: Hear this O
Israel, Qur God is One
God.

Herb wanted to identify
wth Australia, to have a
resolution of the conflict
bet ween European identity,
really, and Australian

I dentity. There was the
Eur opean aspect and there
was the Jew sh aspect - a
t ensi on between Jew sh and
Christian on the one hand
and Eur opean and
Australian on the other
and being with Bet was
sonehow a very i nportant
part of the affirmation of
the Australian side of

hi m

In 1939 eight-year-old
Herb Feith and his famly
wer e refugees, fleeing
Vienna with his parents in
the aftermath of

Kristall nacht. Refugees
were not all that popul ar
in Australia. This is
descri bed by Renata Howe,
in her forthcom ng history
of the Student Christian

Movenent, one of the main
refugee activist groups of
the World War |1 period.
She says it's inportant to
remenber that refugee
resettl enent was just as
unpopul ar an i ssue then as
it is in sonme quarters
NOW.

Renata Howe: | think that
peopl e | ook back to the
1930s and 40s and t hi nk
ref ugees were wel coned and
received in Australia but
it was a simlar m xed
response. | did find
there were security files
on nost of the SCM peopl e
I nvol ved in the refugee
wor k because many of the
refugees were of course
German Jew sh refugees and
It was regarded as
subversive work in that
period of tine.

Betty Evans and Herb Feith
gave a gift to each other
of their respective
cultures. For Betty,
Herb's famly proffered
anong ot her things a
lively intellectual Iife,
living in a nuch w der

I ntell ectual world than
that to which she was
accustoned. They did have
a circle of friends that
they invited around not
for a neal but for an
eveni ng when they woul d
talk. I think they were
all Viennese - but then
Herb's father helped to
organi se a | ocal branch of
wor kers' education neeting
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at Caulfield, they got a
roomin the Caulfield Town
Hall and | think for
grandpa that was nore

| nportant. They did act
as hosts to the Dunera
boys ® when the Dunera boys
were et out. On the

ot her hand, Betty's

Met hodi st famly
represented for Herb a
particularly Australian
formof strong soci al
comm t ment .

Not too |ong after that
spring of 1947, Betty and
Herb were at Mel bourne
Uni versity, where they
both signed up with the
Student Christian
Movenent. This was
descri bed by Herb:

Herb Feith “ W were both
nmenbers together of the
Labour Cl ub and the

St udent Christian Movenent
and we fashi oned a
position which made sense
of that conbination (not
that it was a particularly
unusual conbi nation) but
nmade sense of it for each
of us.

From t he begi nning of the
20t h century, the ASCM
connected Australians with
Asia. The SCM owed its

* The Dunera was the nanme of

the ship in which a large
group of German internees,
were brought to Australi a.

Mar gar et Hol mes, ASCM
Headquarters Secretary
nobi | i sed an extensive support
network for these prisoners.

“ ABC Archival nmateri al

foundation to an Anerican
Met hodi st evangel i st, John
R Mtt, who traversed
the world inspiring
students to join together
to seek not great things
for thenselves, but to
seek first the kingdom of
God. He was as far
renmoved from contenporary
t el evangel i st as you can
I magine - alert to social
and econom ¢ issues, and
ecuneni cal. The Myvenents
that Mott seeded
eventual ly forned the
basis for the Wrld
Counci | of Churches, but
fromhis first visit to
Australia in 1896 he
engaged Australians in
contact with Asia.

Renata Howe: Mbtt saw a
role for the ASCM ri ght
fromthe start in terns of
a relationship
particularly to China,
Japan and Korea and he in
fact canme back in 1902.

He nade a special visit
back to Australia in that
tinme really to enphasi se
the m ssionary enphasis of
the SCM and the inportance
of its location in the
Asian region. In 1907,
the WBCF actually held its
bi annual big gathering in
Japan, in Tokyo. That was
very unusual, the first
time that it had net
out si de Europe and
America, and Australia
sent a small del egation
but quite an inportant one
and Mbtt contributed to
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the funds so to ensure
t hat the Australians woul d
actually get there and go.

Frank Engel was gener al
secretary of the
Austral i an Student
Christian Mywvenent at the
time when Herb and Betty
j oi ned the Student
Christian Mvenent.

Frank Engel: The SCM
described itself as a

fell owship of students
seeking God and the truth
by which to Iive which
means in other words that
It was wi de open to
anybody who was i nterested
and if they got involved
nore fully they could
becone actually nenbers.
But this openness and
freedom of di scussion of
religious matters whet her
controversial or otherw se
was one of the attractive
t hi ngs plus the strong
sense of friendship that
existed init. The SCM
was a vi gorous nenber of
the Vic international

ener gency refugee
commttee so the

appear ance of a young
person of a Jew sh
background was not hi ng
particularly remarkable to
the SCM at that stage.

This was the tine when

| ndonesia had won its

| ndependence by 1949.
There had been student
denpnstrations, in
Australian Universities,
i n favour of the

nationalists in |Indonesia.
By the early 1950s five
per cent or nore of full

ti me under graduates were
from Asia and that had an
enor nous i npact on
students. The | argest and
nost active society in the
University in those days
was the Asia society.

Those post-war tines were
propitious for idealists
| i ke Herb. He had
comenced studies in
Political Science. The
Nationalist struggle in

| ndonesi a agai nst the
reassertion of Dutch
colonial rule was at the
poi nt of victory,

provi ding a contenporary
case study for students of
revol uti on.

Betty Feith describes his
reaction:

In his second year at uni,
whi ch was ' 49, the honours
students in political

sci ence were supposed to
do a nmmj or essay on a
revolution. |'monly
guessing, but | think
McMahon Ball, his

prof essor, had enough
sense to realise that, for
soneone who had been born
into a Central European
intellectual famly, the
Russi an, the French, any
of those European
revol uti ons woul d not have
t he charm of novelty.

They had been arguing and
t al ki ng about them and had
done so in ny conpany too.
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You know, things used to
crop up all the tine. So
McMahon Ball had been to

| ndonesi a and he want ed
sonme students to get

I nterested. So Herb got
I nterested and that was
t hat .

Those heady days of the
forties and early fifties,
with their anbitions for
denocracy and equity
proposed hope.

John Garrett, then
Secretary of the
Australian Council of
Churches: ...you coul dn't
bel ong to the ASCM wi t hout
taki ng the Worl ds St udent
Christian Federation
seriously in your daily

life. It was
i nternational, inter-
racial, inter-church - so

t hese were the three
pl anks on whi ch the whol e
t hi ng depended really.

It was the university and
nore specifically the

St udent Chri stian Myvement
envi ronnment occupi ed by
Herb Feith and Betty
Evans, which Herb was to
descri be to his I ndonesian
audi ence, in 1998, as one
of high intellectual

qual ity and nor al
seriousness. Hi s
attention was drawn to the
SCM he said, because its
nmenbers al so adnired
Gandhi .

Betty Feith: The ex
servi cenen and sone wonen
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but it was mainly ex-
servi cenen who were our
bi bl e study | eaders and
canp | eaders and so on,
many of them were people
of trenendous nor al

authority. You can

| magi ne what that was |ike
for 17 year olds. | think
we were | ooking for role

nodel s and nentors

al though we didn't use

t hat | anguage then, and
particularly for Herb who
had cone in as it were
fromthe outside, whereas

for me it was just an
extensi on of what | had
grown up with. | think he

was | ooking for a new
community and the SCM was
very much part of what he
woul d have descri bed as
this community and when he
went to I ndonesia he

| mredi ately joined up with
the SCM t here.

Ai | sa Zai nuddi n (née
Thonmson) who was to join
Herb Feith and Betty
Evans, as one of the early
generation of Australian
vol unteers in |Indonesia,
recalls the attraction of

| ndonesi an national i sm of
t hat peri od:

| was very aware of the
sense of nationalismas a
di fferent kind of
nationalism it seened to
nme, fromthe one |I studied
in final year history,

whi ch was Nazi sm and
nationalismrun ranpant in
Europe. This seened to us
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a nore positive form and
in a hopeful formative
peri od, anything m ght
happen. You m ght have
the perfect society. |
don't think I ever thought
t hat because | was an

hi stori an but he was a

political scientist so he
could still envisage. Herb
could still envisage a

bl oom ng bl ossom ng
society that woul d not
fall by the wayside at
al | .

The story of the genesis
of the Australian G aduate
Vol unt eers schene.

In 1950, Al an Hunt, then
secretary of the National
Uni on of Australian
University Students, |ater
to be a mnister in the
Bolte, Hanmer and Thonpson
Li beral Governments,

t oget her with John Bayly,
a menmber of the Ml bourne
SCM were the two NUAUS
del egates to an

I nt ernati onal student
service conference in
Bonbay.

Al an recall s:

The conference was chaired
by a wonderful man, a
professor fromMT, who
right formthe start nade
it clear that he wasn't

I nterested in ideol ogi cal
strife. That we needed to
| isten carefully and take
everyone's views into
account and he had a great

11 -

personality and he
succeeded in stopping us
pl aying politics.

At the Bonbay conference
t he Australian del egates
heard I ndonesi an students
ask for cooperation from
their Australian
counterparts.

What the students were
asking for was respect,
respect for their
nationality, their
culture, their different
ways, their views, their
religion and they didn't
want cultural inperialism
was t he phrase they used.
This was a phrase
originated by the left

wi ng del egates at the
conference, but it was a
fact that the Indonesian
students didn't want that.

It was in that spirit that
Al an and John reported
first to the First
Australian Conference of
Christian Youth, being
hel d at Frensham School ,

M ttagong suggesting that
an Australian graduate be
sent to Indonesia to
assist in training. Herb
and Betty were two of the
SCM del egat es at Frensham
| remenber, sitting round
the swi nmi ng pool after

| unch, Herb, having just
finished his degree,
turned and said why not
me. And thus was born
(PEGAWAI ) the Graduate
Vol unt eer Schene, later to
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expand into the Australian
Vol unt eer s Abr oad.

Don Ander son:

Her b, on his own, got
hinmself a job in the
public service in

| ndonesi a wor ki ng on

| ndonesi an wages and

condi tions, which were
very low. It was he,
particularly, who

fornmul ated the schene and
bonbarded us, particularly
Frank Engel, the General
Secretary of the ASCM
wth letters about the
schene and its
possibilities; about views
on it frominportant

| ndonesi an officials and
so forth.

Frank Engel took the cue.
The SCM and t he NUAUS and
were to cooperate in
fornmul ating the Australian
Vol unt eer graduate schene.

Don Ander son:

Frank saw the opportunity
here for a new

I nterpretation of m ssion,
a response to people's
needs. Frank decided to
make this a major project
for the SCM as a
contribution to his
under st andi ng of m ssi on,
whi ch wasn't

prosel ytising, which was
respondi ng to need. Frank
rang ne up and said you
know what Herb Feith is
doing. W'd like youto
go to Indonesia, there are
a coupl e of conferences
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there you can attend but
work with Herb and Mol ly
Bondan and ot hers and cone
back and report to us on

t he prospects for a

vol unt eer graduate schene.

Whien Don Ander son returned
at the end of 1951 Frank
Engel arranged that his
report be given publicly
at a Sunday afternoon
session of an SCM
conference in Canberra.

The Prime M nister, Robert
Menzi es was there, Dr
Evatt, Sir Robert Garran,
the |l ast of the founding
fathers of Federation, Sir
Kenneth Bailey was there ...
as guests. Maybe Sunday
afternoons in Canberra at
that tinme there was
not hi ng much el se to do
but it was inpressive what
Frank Engel's and Tom
Coat es, the Chairman of

t he ASCM had nmanaged. At
sonme stage during Don
Anderson's, report Robert
Menzi es | eaned over to
Kenneth Bail ey who turned
to Frank Engel, how nuch
he asked m ght such a
schenme cost? Frank Engel
proffered a figure. The
Austral i an gover nnent
agreed to pay fares, a
kitting-out allowance, to
pay insurance and to
provide the cost of a

bi cycle. The bicycle had
been Herb's i dea.

Frank Engel and John
Garrett, reflecting on
t hose days:
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| think we treasure the
fact that he started
sonet hi ng, not sinply what
we' ve been tal king about.
He went to | ndonesia as a
result of a request from

| ndonesi ans and he |ived
on the same sal ari es and
under the sane conditions.
Now, those el enents have
continued right down to
this day. Australian
Vol unt eers I nternational
Is still guided by those
principles, that

vol unteers go and work at
t he sane rates and sane
conditions and in the sane
| anguage as the |ocal
peopl e, yes, and Herb was
our inspiration. It's not
that Herb foll owed us but
after that we foll owed
Herb and he was the person
who told us the way it was
and we lived it and so did
Betty. Yes.

And a last word fromBetty

Betty Feith: | think for
all of our generation it
was what people did that
mat t ered, what people said
and did and what they
hoped to do, was nore

| nportant than their
belief system | think

t hat either consciously or
unconsci ously many of us,
who had cone from
evangel i cal church
backgrounds, were | ooking
for a new area for
evangelism W were
evangel i cal by

t enperanent, we wanted to
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proclaim That's right,
we were proclainers. W
wanted to proclaim
sonet hi ng but we didn't
really want to proclaim
the faith of our nothers
and fathers in just the
terms with which we had
absorbed it as children.
Even in the SCM i beral
as it was, the ideas and
goals it was pronoting
wer e probably not enough
to satisfy lots of us.
Anyway, Australia didn't
need saving, Australia was
doing all right. | think
t hat was unconsci ously how
we felt.

In 1953 Betty Evans
married Herb Feith and
returned with himto

| ndonesia. Herb was

al ready involved with the
| ndonesi an SCM and a group
of Dutch and Sw ss

Prot estant m ssionaries he
had cone to admire
greatly. These peopl e had
survi ved the Japanese

I nter nnent canps and had
commtted thensel ves to an
| ndependent | ndonesi a.

| think the words 'nora
aut hority' cone back.
There was a group of

Eur opean m ssi onari es, and
| use mssionaries in the
Eur opean rat her than the
Australian sense. Wy do
| say that? You see that
when you hear about a

m ssionary in Australi a,
you don't expect soneone
t o perhaps have three
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doctorates, ten | anguages
and to be a great schol ar.
You expect themto be
fervent.

But anyway t hese European
m ssi onari es, they were
all Protestants anyway,
and | think they were
probably Reforned - at
that stage we didn't know
any Catholics. They Ilived
so sinply, they didn't
have servants, which
everybody el se had, whole
househol ds full of them
Well this inpressed Herb
greatly because it was the
‘live sinply' aspect of
their lives. They didn't
even preach '"live sinply',
they just did it. That
appealed to himvery
greatly.

They lived in their belief
and practise close to God
and | think Herb was
attracted to people like
that. They had those
saintly faces and you know
we Protestants don't have

a lot of saints. | don't
think it was, in Herb's
case, a specifically
Christian closeness to
God, but | think that is
what he was | ooking for
and that he found it in
them He was religious
and | think a seeker after
truth and had a spiritual
side. Well, he would sit
t here, praying over people
and things and so on, and
did it very nmuch nore as
he got ol der and had nore
time. He felt it was

i mportant for himto do
that, but religion as a

t hought system was not of
great interest to him

He was | ooking for the
perfect comunity in a
way, Or any conmunity,

whi ch was aimng for
perfection and aimng for
God ... whereas | suppose
sonme of us would just plod
along leaving it to CGod

r at her wher eas he was
al ways sear chi ng.

Myt hol ogy of The Matrix ~ Film Review °®

What nmakes The Matri x so
seductive and exciting -
not the phil osophy, not
even the action? The real
heart of this novie is the
way its amazing anal gam of
Christian and G eek

nyt hol ogy speaks to us
nore deeply than we

The Matrix and its new
sequel The Matrix Rel oaded
are set in a near future
Eart h where nachi nes have
t aken over and made a
wor | d of conplete

Il lusion. Al hunman
freedom has been

el i m nated except for the

real i se. bel eaguered comunity of
Zion. Neo - the chosen one
°® This filmreview by Robert Tulip will also appear in the Wnter

Edi ti on of Jubil ee G apevine.

Apol ogi es for any duplication but

it conprised an excellent study of popul ar nedi a.
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- must use his mracul ous
powers to save Zion from
the threat of destruction
by the matri x.

The pl ot devel ops at three

| evel s, action, philosophy
and spirituality. As an
action novie, the fights

and chases reach surreal
hei ghts of absurdity, but
are at | east nmade

pl ausi bl e by the device
that anything is possible

within the illusory world.
At the |l evel of
phi | osophy, the film has

been a focus for the ideas
It rai ses about freedom of
choi ce and know edge of
reality. Sone interesting
papers on these topics are
at
http://whatisthematrix.warnerb
ros.cont.

My own viewis that the
real message of The Matri x
Is at the level of nythic
spirituality. A key thene
of the plot is howthe
messi ani ¢ remmant nust
overthrow the evil

| nperial systemin order
to institute the rule of
truth and justice. The
story of noral victory
agai nst the overwhel m ng
power of a soulless
machi ne speaks to a deep
sense that our world
system has sonet hi ng
fundanentally wong in its
organi sati on and goal s.
Drawi ng on m || enni al

vi sions of salvation, this
spiritual thene deserves
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to be the central point of
anal ysis of the novie, in
ternms of how it resonates
with nythic thenes at the
heart of western thought.

O her nmmjor novies are

al so based on this theneg;
notably Star Wars and the
Lord of the Ring have al so
struck a deep chord with
the public through their
treatment of this
messianic nyth. W relate
profoundly to the idea
that only the pure faith
of the chosen one can save
us. Be it Neo and his
Kung Fu wi zardry and
Superman flight, Frodo
Baggi ns and his peril ous
journey to Mount Doomin
Mordor to break the spell
of the magic ring of

power, or Luke Skywal ker
with his mracul ous
reliance on The Force to
destroy the inperial death
star.

The common sal vation nmyth
I n these three novies

I nvol ves an apocal yptic
showdown between the
forces of good and evil.
The origin of this story
I's the Christian Book of
Revel ati on, the final book
of the Bible, the

Apocal ypse of Sai nt John.
A strange book, generally
regarded as too weird for
normal interest,

Revel ati on nonet hel ess
contai ns powerful inmages
whi ch are remarkably well
known for all their
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strangeness. Revel ation
tells of the mllennial
rule of the Lanb of God in
the holy city of New
Jerusalem It describes
the battle of Arnmageddon
and the fiery wath neted
by God on the faithless

city of Babylon, the four
hor senen of the
apocal ypse, and the

nysterious prediction that
t he nunber of the beast
woul d be 666. Mich of the
strangeness of Revel ation
derives fromits
resolutely unscientific
aspects, such as its claim
that the future can be
predi cted and i nvol ves
nmessi ani ¢ sal vation, a
claimreflected in

Mor pheus’s total faith in
Neo. The Book of

Revel ation calls the
saints to persevere in
hope and | ove, in
recognition that the world
around themis built on
lies. Its central story

I s the prophecy of the
dom nati on of the whole
worl d by the power of

evil, and the eventual
victory of the divine
forces of justice, truth
and |ight personified in

t he ' nessiah'.

Lord of the Rings, Star
Wars and The Matrix are
essentially newy packaged
versions of this core
Christian nyth. Watching
The Matri x Rel oaded, | was
struck by how nuch it
draws on Christian
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synbols. For exanple, Neo
hinmself is a Chri st
figure, his lover Trinity
brings in her nane the
Fat her, Son and Spirit,
and their mssionis to
save Zion, itself naned
fromthe holy city of
Revel ati on 14. \When Neo
finally neets the
architect of the Mtrix,
we find a wealth of

Bi bl i cal undertones. In
telling Neo that hope and
| ove are neani ngl ess, the
architect sounds rat her

| i ke Pontius Pilate and
his question to Jesus
Chri st about truth. The
choi ce he presents to Neo
bet ween reason and love is
| i ke Satan offering Jesus
all the power and wealth
of the earth if he would
deny God. The central
Christian question, does
sal vation conme fromfaith
or works also finds a
reflection in The Matri X,
with the debate between

| eaders in Zion on whet her
torely on faith — on the
chosen one, Neo - or on
wor ks — by ensuring all
their resources are

depl oyed according to
mlitary | ogic.

The Christian di nension of
The Matrix presents a
provocative parable of our
society. Jesus Chri st
told us we cannot worship
both God and Mammon,
meani ng that greed for
wealth for its own sake
prevents the spiritual
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openness we need in order
to find God. It sonetines
seens that our capitalist
culture pronotes a fantasy
wor |l d of total selfishness
rather |like the matri X,
cutting people off from
nature, from God and from
each ot her, by teaching us
to place total value on

mat eri al consunption and
prestige. Jesus taught
that real relationships

are the only basis for
life, and that reliance on
fal se and superfici al

rel ati onshi ps causes us to
wi ther and die. Neo and
his team have the sane
notive for their attack on
the matrix as Saint Paul’s
critique of Rone (Rom
1:25), nanely that it
seeks to replace the truth
with alie.

The power and conplexity
of The Matrix really start
to hum when we see how t he
novi e goes beyond the
Christian franme by
drinking deeply fromthe
anci ent pagan wel |l s of

G eek nyt hol ogy. For
exanpl e, Neo s heroic
guest takes himvia a w se
old woman, simlar to the
old grey wonen who hel ped
t he Greek dem god Perseus
find the snake headed
Gorgon Medusa. The w se
wonman gui des Neo to two

I ntriguingly naned
characters, Merovingius
and Persephone, where we
al so find the hideous
Gorgon in the formof two

17 -

rasta haired cool suits
who then pursue the hero
wi th ectoplasm and machi ne
guns. And when Neo saves
Trinity fromcertain
death, it |ooks just like
Perseus flying in on his
w nged sandals to save the
beautiful princess
Androneda in the G eek

nyt h.

It is interesting as an
aside to note that the

Mer ovi ngi an dynasty were
the French sorcerer Kkings
of the early M ddl e Ages.
Secret masoni c | egend says
t hey were descended from
Jesus Christ. Books such
as Bl oodline of the Holy
Grail by Laurence Gardner
tell how the Merovingian
ki ngs were renowned for
their secret wisdom while
official Catholic history
del i berately suppressed
much of the story of

Jesus. In a simlar way
Merovingius in The Matrix
hints at the sense that

all is not as it appears.
Perhaps his nane is a nere
gesture, considering his
mur derous hostility to
Neo’ s m ssion, but

Mer ovi ngi us does at | east
play an essential role in
t he quest by introducing
Per sephone.

I n Greco- Roman nyt h,

Per sephone is Pluto’'s

bri de, Queen of the Dead,
and the source of newlife
and t he seasons.

Per sephone’ s defiant role
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in The Matri x contains
amazi ng depth of synbolic
content - she |eads the
way to the keymaker in
return for Neo kissing her
Wi th the passion he
reserves for Trinity.

Per sephone nmakes her cold
| over Merovingi us | ook

| i ke the dark king Pluto.
Her sad beautiful passion
and essential contribution
to the defeat of the
matri x suggest the role of
her nanesake in overcom ng
t he annual death of

W nter.

Carl Jung expl ai ned how

t he synbol s of popul ar
nyt h shoul d be under st ood
as archetypes - thenes
that resonate wth deep

| nteresti ng Websites

The Ri ght Rev Archbi shop
Rowan Douglas WIIlians was
ent hroned as the 104th

Ar chbi shop of Canterbury
on 27 February 2003 in
Cant er bury Cat hedral .

Born in Swansea, he read
Theol ogy at Christ's
Col | ege Canbri dge, and
after nine years in
academ c and parochi al
work in Canbridge from
1986-1992, held a Chair as
a Professor of Theol ogy at
Oxford. He was enthroned
as Bi shop of Monnouth in
1992 and Archbi shop of

Wal es in 2000.

Dr Wllians has witten a
nunber of books on the
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meani ng for our |ives.
This archetypal nythic

di nension is not just the
repackagi ng of old nyths,
but al so involves the
creation of new nyths for
a postnodern world. The
story of The Matrix has
power precisely through
Its integration of
archetypes - the

apocal ypse, the heroic
gquest, the fear of

machi nes, and the bi ggest
archetype of all, the idea
that we are saved not by
our own deeds but by

pl aci ng conplete trust in
God through Christ.

Robert Tuli p,
robert tulip@usaid. gov. au

hi story of theol ogy and
spirituality and published
col l ections of articles
and sernons — as well as
two books of poetry. He
has been involved in

vari ous comm sSSi ons on

t heol ogy and t heol ogi cal
educati on and was a nenber
of the Church School s
Review G oup | ed by Lord
Dearing, chairing the
group that produced the
report Wal es: a Moral

Soci ety?

Dr Wllians is a Fellow of
the British Acadeny. His

I nterests include nusic,
fiction and | anguages.

A coll ection of Dr
WIliams Sernons,
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speeches, papers is

descri bed as a treasure
trove for thinking
Chri sti ans.

www. ar chbi shopof cant er bury

. 0rg

Soci al
your

Responsi bility and
Retirement | ncone

During the past year, the
guestion of responsible
use of our resources and
care of the environnent
have been high priorities
w th ASCM st udent groups.

A plea on the student e-
mai | chat group raised the
| ssue with the question of
conpani es that abuse human
rights, destroy the
environnent. She asks if
anyone can provi de or
sources of information

Thi s enquiry evoked the
foll owi ng response:

| was just wondering
about your conditions
on "evil'. I'm
noticing that there
are a | ot of conpanies
around who are calling
t hensel ves 'ethical'.
It leads ne to ask
whom t hey' re bei ng
ethical to. For
exanple, a big

phar maceutical s
conpany that treats
Its enpl oyees really
wel |, gives themvery
fair pay, holidays,
maternity | eave etc.

m ght call itself
ethical, while in
reality there are
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ot her groups of
soci ety that the
conpany i s abusing.

Simlarly, where do we
pl ace a banana
producer who are
genuinely a fair trade
conpany who are not
abusi ng the human
rights of their

enpl oyees but who are
not producing their
bananas organically or
conversely, an organic
producer who does not
provi de adequate

health care for the
enpl oyees?

The answer, of course,
Is that all these
things are infinitely
| i nked. Bad

envi ronnental practice

I s an i nherent abuse
of human rights,
produci ng a good and
fair workplace for
enpl oyees is

conti ngent on being a
good corporate
citizen. But maybe
it's not this sinple -
can one prioritise
types of ethical ness'?
G ven that the goal of
nost conpanies is to
make noney, can any
conpany be ethical, or
I s everything they do
a PR gi nm ck?

Is this a reninder to
t hose dependi ng on
| nvestnents for their
I nconme, directly or

t hr ough superannuati on?
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s this student enquiry a
‘wake up' call for re-
exam ni ng whet her our

| nvest mnents are socially,
noral ly and
environnental |y
responsi bl e.

A useful website is
http://ww. et hicalinvestor.com
. au/

Syria: At the Crossroads
of Hi story, Encounter
Programme ~ ABC

This programe is one of
t he best eval uations |
have seen of the

i ntertw ni ng of the
religious and political
forces at play in the

M ddl e East today. (Ed.)

Syria, this fascinating
country, has been a
crossroads of enpires, an
I ntersection of East and
West, and a rich overl ap
of Christian and Muslim
heritage. Wth Syria
facing serious chall enges
in the wake of the fall of

Iraq, and with a new

I nsertion of US activism
I n the quest for peace in
the Mddle East. This
Encount er progranme

explores its volatile

bl end of religion and

politics; of howthe

| egaci es of history remain

strong influences in the

shapi ng of Syria's future.
Sunday 8 June 2003

http://ww. abc. net.au/rn/relig/en

c/default. htm
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A Radical Alternative
Vi e

From Grant Gal | up, Casa
Ave Maria, Managua,

Ni caragua. CA, 28 04 2003
Dear friends: | have |ong
believed that the only
grounds for a peacef ul
resolution of the
conflicting clains in the
Holy Land will be found in
t he establishnent of one
secul ar and denocratic
state there, which wl|

I ncl ude Pal estini ans and
Israelis in equality of
citizenship. The world
has passed beyond the
possibility that a
religion my have its own
State and even the Church
of England is
contenplating a | egal
separation fromits
Sponsor State. The fanous
Israeli mlitary historian
Martin Van Creveld said in
a Newsweek interview on
April 17, 1995, There is
no Pal estinian State yet,
but already they are
dream ng about all kinds
of regional alignnments-
wWith us, with the

Jordani ans, with Egypt.
That's because they know
they can't nmake it on
their own. Then he was
asked, WII| Israel be one
of those nation-states

t hat cease to exist? and
he replied, Al npst
certainly. 1In 50 years,
there will be large

nunbers of Jews here, but
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| doubt very nuch whet her est abl i shment of one

there will be a sovereign denocratic State in

| sraeli State. Pal estine/lsrael which wll
Now the first notice of respect human rights and the
the founding of "The principle of non-

di scrim nation based on
religion, gender,
nationality, ethnicity or

| anguage. We invite you to
join our group by filling
the foll ow ng questions and
returning themto ny

Associ ation for One
Denocratic State in

Pal estine/lsrael. This is
presented for your

I nfornmati on and

consi derati on

Invitation to join us addr ess: al deeb@l uewi n. ch.
We are a group of Jews, Sam Al deeb, Docteur en
Christians, Muslims and Dr oi t
Agnostics, inside and Chai rman / Preésident
outside Pal estine/lsrael. W By laws of the Association
created an Associ ati on whose in English,
aimis to pronote by http://ww. | pj.org/ Nonvi ol ence
peaceful neans the [ Sanm / OneSt at e/ byl awseng. ht m

God of ancient calm |et your peace still us:

God of fearful storm fill us with your awe:

God of lonely plains, touch the enpty spaces

Wt hin us,
Where we are vul nerabl e enough
To neet you. Aut hor
unknown
John Cochrane O Neill Scholar ~ Mtivator °

Many will recall John O honours there in 1951.
i n his undergraduate days Well do I renenber his
at the University of fl ashes of enthusiasmin
Mel bourne. He was born in his first SCM study circle
Mel bourne in 1930 and was a student |ed study of St
educated at Mel bourne Mar k' s Gospel, prepared by
G anmar School. He Harvey Perkins. John's
studied Hi story at the excitenent in discovering
Uni versity of Mel bourne he coul d as questions of
and obtained first class the Christian faith in
® John Cochrane O Neill, New Testament scholar: born Ml bourne,

Victoria 8 Decenber 1930; Tutor in Hi story, University of
Mel bour ne 1952, Senior Tutor 1953-55, Lecturer in New Testanent,
O nmond Col | ege Theol ogi cal Hall 1960-64; ordai ned a Presbyterian
m ni ster 1960; Dunn Professor of New Testanent, Westm nster
Col | ege, Canbridge 1964-85; Professor of New Testanment Language,
Literature and Theol ogy, New Col | ege, Edi nburgh University 1985-96
(Emeritus); married 1954 Judith Lyall (three daughters); died
Edi nburgh 30 March 2003
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whi ch he had been rai sed
an ent husi asm whi ch never
left him

Fol | owi ng his recent

deat h, John was honour ed
wth Qbituaries in the

A asgow Heral d, The Ti nes
London, The | ndependent,
The Australian and the

Mel bourne Age. John's
contribution to biblical
schol arshi p was origi nal,
prodi gi ous chal | engi ng and
exciting. As a tribute to
John and t hose who shared
his formati on we present a
confl ation of these.

George Macleod, on his
first visit to Ml bourne,
addressed a packed Public

Lecture Theatre. This so
| npressed John that he
resol ved to becone a
m ni ster. He entered the

Theol ogical Hall at the
Ornmond Col | ege Theol ogi cal
Hall. He had al ready been
selected as a senior tutor
i n hi story at t he
university in 1953, and in
1955 lectured in Church
H story at O nond Coll ege,
proceedi ng to postgraduate
study at the wuniversities
of Gotti ngen and
Canbri dge. At Canbri dge
he was a pupil of John A
T. Robinson, later Bishop
of Wbolw ch and author of
Honest to God. The thesis
earned a doctorate in
1959, and was published in
1961 with the title The
Theology of Acts in its
Hi storical Setting. Thi s
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book was well received and
recognised as a serious
scholarly contributi on.

When hi s research at
Canbridge was conpleted,
John returned to Mel bourne
where he taught until, in
1964, he was appointed
prof essor of New Testanent
at West m nst er Col | ege,
then the training centre
for the mnistry of the
Presbyterian Chur ch of
Engl and O Nei |l | t aught
there for 2| years.

In 1985 O Neill was
appointed to a chair in
Edi nburgh, and becane a

m ni ster of the Church of
Scotland. He was a
stinmulating teacher who
was never afraid to share
his own concl usions with
students but who never

| nposed his views on them
He took great pains over
his | ectures, and was a
schol ar prepared to change
his mnd. |If he taught a
course in two successive
years, he always revised
his | ectures to nake sure
that they reflected his
attitude to the nost
current thinking.

Consi der sonme of his
obi tuari sts' concl usi ons:

A Schol ar who chal | enged
many of the nost w dely
hel d assunpti ons about the
New Testanent, O Neill was
possi bly one of the nost

| oved and certainly one of
t he nost original New
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Test anent schol ars wor ki ng
in Britain in the past 50
years

Very few of ONeill’s

vi ews found acceptance
within the comunity of
New Test anent schol ars.
But this never deterred
hi m from expressing them
with conviction, nor did
it stop his coll eagues
from recogni sing, that
however idiosyncratic his
vi ews, they were based on
deep schol arship and a

wi de know edge of the
literature not only of the
New Test anent but of the
I ntertestanental period

| mredi ately before Jesus.
John O Neill continued to
produce stinul ati ng,

| nnovati ve and
controversial works, which
few ot her schol ars agreed
wi th, chall engi ng many
schol arly assunpti ons.

Al t hough he believed he
owed to his students the
results of his research,
he al ways respected
students and schol ars who
argued cogently agai nst
hi m

About the Bible ~
Test anent

O Neill was a critic of
much New Test anment
schol ar shi p. He m ght
gi ve t he gospel s a
remarkably late dating,
but the tradition wthin
them was assigned to the
earl i est stratum even

New
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seen to I ncl ude
anti ci pations of key
t heol ogi cal notifs from

Jew sh texts.

O Neill
Test anent
t hought
Test anent
origi nal .
conservative
about God, Jesus, and the
Chur ch. Wiile npst New
Test anent scholars of the
past 50 years have cone to
t he conclusion that Jesus
preached about the kingdom
of God but never i ntended
f oundi ng a chur ch
adm ni ster the sacranents
of baptism and the Lord’'s
Supper

The Gospel s

Whi |l e npst students of the
New Test anent believe that
t he gospel s of Matthew and
Luke are based on that of
Mark, O Neill argued that
this solution to the
probl em of the

relati onship of the first
three, synoptic gospels
was sinplistic. Mark’'s
Gospel, as we have it,
coul d not have been the
basis of the other two.

was a radical New
schol ar, who
much of the New
was not

He reached very

concl usi ons

Conventional schol arship
assunes that if a docunent
contains even a primtive
reference to the doctrine
of the Trinity it nust

bel ong to the Christian
era. O Neill was

convi nced that the idea of
the Trinity was current
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bef ore Jesus, which
allowed for a radica
revision of the dating of
sone New Test anent
document s.

For the gospels he could
propose a plethora of
sources which all owed him
to cite any one of several
different versions of a
sayi ng of Jesus as true
and unaltered inits

t ransm ssi on.

In 1975-76 O Neil |
del i vered the Cunni ngham
Lectures at Edi nburgh
University, in which he
devel oped his thesis that
Jesus went to Jerusal em
convinced that through H's
death he would gain from
God tine for his followers
and the people of the city
to repent. O Neill took
the view that Jesus knew

t hat he was the Son of

God, al though, being fully
human, he al so knew t hat
he coul d be wong.

New Test anent schol ars
have di scussed at | ength,
why, if Jesus was the
Messi ah, he was apparently
so reticent about claimng
that he was? O Neill was
convi nced that because it
was bl aspheny for anyone
to claimto be Messiah,
Jesus had to rely on
others giving the title
and role to him

Whi | e nost schol ars
accepted the conventi onal
wi sdom t hat Jesus of
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Nazareth was a charismatic
preacher of God’ s reign
and ki ngdom who had no

I ntention of establishing
t he Church, O Neill,
typically, took a contrary
view. He believed that
Jesus instructed his

di sciples to preach God's
word and adm ni ster
sacranments of baptism and
the Eucharist. The

di sciples, O Neill
believed, fell into two
categories: those who
chose to follow Jesus in
his itinerant and quasi -
nonastic |ife, and those
who continued to |ive

W thin society but were
commtted to Jesus’s
nmessage.

Paul

Thus he, [ONeill], could
argue that Paul's letters
had been heavily

I nt er pol ated, yet proceed
to extract fromthem a

sl i m but consi st ent

aut hentic core.

In 1972 there foll owed The
Recovery of Paul's Letter
to the Galatians. In 1975
he published a commentary,
Paul's Letter to the
Romans. This work argued
t hat Paul's ori gi nal
witing had been nmuch

I nt er pol ated by scribes
and by gnostics. O Neil

m ni m sed enphases on
wath and sin and

predestination, while
focusing on the
ri ght eousness, which God
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approves when one |lives by
faith. Qhers objected
that the identification of
non- Paul i ne passages was
arbitrary and based too
much on specul ati ve
reconstruction of an

al | egedly nore consi stent
core for the letter.

VWhen he turned his
attention to the letters
attributed to St Paul,

O Neill became convi nced
t hat Paul wote sone of
all of them but not all
of any of them He
bel i eved that an original
| etter of Paul, of about
5,000 G eek characters,
was to be found in parts
t hroughout the letters

t hat bear Paul’s nane,

whi ch al so i nclude | ong
passages of Jew sh sayings
and attacks on the Jew sh
| aw whi ch belong to a

century after Paul wote.
Bi blical Authority
Furt her books included The

Bi ble's Authority (1991);
Who did Jesus Think He
Was? (1995) and The Poi nt
of It All (2000).

Agai nst devel opnent al
views he argued that these
doctrines could be traced
not only to the earliest
of Christian origins, but
even earlier to Jew sh
sources and especially the
Qunran scrolls.
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The Puzzle of 1 John
(1966) was the first of a
nunber of works in which
he argued that central
Christian notifs were to
be found in earlier Jew sh
texts. Mich use was nade
in this work of the

Test anents of the Twel ve
Patriarchs, a text which
ot hers regarded as
containing Christian

I nterpol ati ons, but which
O Neill was convinced was
whol Iy Jew sh.

Presbyterian

Hi s New Test anent

schol arship went hand in
hand with a passi onate and
deep, but never
conventional |y predictable
commtnent to traditional
Presbyterian views on
Chri st ol ogy and At onenent.

Recently, he had expressed
reservations about the

nmet hod used by the Church
of Scotland to sel ect

candi dates for the
mnistry. He thought it
was far too secular inits
obj ectives, and val ued
pragnmati c assessnent over
spiritual potential He
cared passionately about
the mnistry and was
deeply hurt by the way in
whi ch his anxieties about
the mnisterial selection
process were swept aside.
He deserved fromthose
responsi bl e a greater
hearing than he was given.
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Oal Histories - The Centennial Hi story Wrking
Group has obtained consent for publication of
selections from interviews obtained during the

Oral History Project. Ofprints will be prepared,
on request to Dr Peter Fensham e-mail: -
pet er. f ensham@ducat i on. nonash. edu. au. The <cost is
$1.00 per offprint and $1.50 for postage and
packi ng per order [including GST]. Paynent may be
made to direct Peter by cheque, nobney order or

post age st anps.
as you w sh.

You nay order

as many transcripts

Val e

Reford Corr, Nei
[ NSW, John O Nei l
Rut h Weeks.

t he SCM

We record the deaths of Evan Burge,
Mol | oy,
Cath Ritchie,
W join with SCM Friends in
giving thanks for their
particularly for their contributions to
The Movenent extends its
synpathy to their famlies.

Bri an NMowbr ay
and

i ves,

Bot ani ¢ Gardens Reuni on
Sat. 6'" Sep, 2003 ~ 12.00
noon

Proceedings are entirely
informal . W gat her
besi de t he Lake Cafe.

‘“Eat in and ‘take away’
food is avail able, or you
may prefer to bring a
basket. The nearest Gates
are Gate A at the corner
of Anderson St and
Al exandra Par ade,

I n Anderson St, or
on Bi rdwood Avenue.

JimMartin, 10/8 Weir St,
Bal wn Vic 3103, ph 9836 1431,
j andh@l phal i nk. com au

Gate B
Gate F

SCM Fri ends e-group

An e-mail discussion group
enabl es Friends of the SCM
to share | deas,
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| nformation and
notifications. Wshing to
regi ster? Contact Hel en

Hi |l
This e-group List also
enabl es those currently
wor king with the Movenent
on canpuses to becone

awar e of possible resource
peopl e

at _hel enh@l phal i nk. com au.

Are you one such person..?

NATI ONAL CONFERENCE ~ 2003
ASCM

The Australian Student
Christian Myvenent (ASCM
Is an ecunenical Christian
nmovenent, affiliated with

the Worl d St udent
Christian Federation, that
encourages students to
respond to Jesus’ vision
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of the kingdom of God ASCM
has been in existence for
over a hundred years

The ASCM stands for a
Christian faith, that
seeks to relate faith to
life, seeks to strengthen
ti es anongst Christians,
seeks Jesus’ gospel
commtnent to justice,
seeks to strengthen human
relationships, is
commtted to caring for

the created world, val ues

the arts and creativity,

IS prepared to face new
| Ssues.

A sect has control at its
heart:
A comunity has journey at
its heart.

Jean Vani er of the L' Arche
Communi ti es

You are invited

8 —41 July, 2003,

at St Francis’

Col l ege, M Iton,

Bri sbane
NATI ONAL CONFERENCE THEMES

Lovi ng our nei ghbours as ourselves tinme for exploring
faith’s outer and inner journeys

VWho are our

nei ghbours —in the Asia Pacific region and

at hone?

¢ Loving our
outer journeys of faith

¢ Ajourney into contenporary Indonesia -
Uni ti ng Church)
responding to the Christian Scriptures -

Janmes Haire (President,
¢ Fresh ways of

nei ghbours as ourselves— The inner and

Rev. Professor

Nurturing our inner faith Dr Patrick Aiver (Australian

Catholic University)
¢ ASCM Friends welcone

The Movenent Round the World -

The Worl d St udent

Chri stian Federation

The Worl d Student Christian
Federation [WSCF to which
ASCMis affiliated is part
of the Asia Pacific region

[ WBCF AP], the office of
which is in Hong Kong. The
WSCF AP has encountered hard
times financially resulting
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in the reduction of sone
pl anned programres.

Seven regi onal progranmes /

activities are being run in

2003, while five are planned
in 2004.

This year's Student
Enpower ment for Leadership
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and Transformati on [ SELF]
programe will be held in
Sout h Korea from Sept 15th
to Cctober 11th 2003. Al
nmovenents will be asked to
send a | eader to the SELF
progr anme.

However, the 33rd Genera
Assenbly [ previously
schedul ed for this year has
been post poned until August
5th to 16th 2004, still in
Thai | and.

A new regional secretary
will start from Feb. 2004.
3] In tinme to prepare for
t he Assenbly.

An exciting devel opnent for
us is that the ASCM has been
granted $ US 1500 to enable
t he exchange of an intern
from SCM Phi | i ppines, to
work with the ASCMto be
based i n Mel bour ne.

Yock Leng's appoi ntnent as
the region's Wnen's Project
O ficer has been extended
for another year.

Movenent Buil di ng

Bangl adesh, India, |ndonesia
SCM s have el ected new
energetic | eaders. SCM s
struggling to consolidate

t heir Movenents in Canbodi a,
Bangl adesh, Sri -Lanka,
Myanmar, the Phili ppines,

| ndonesi a, Thai l and,

Aot earoa, Hong Kong, I ndia,
| ndonesi a are receiving
Federati on support. Each of
t hese has been awarded
nodest devel opnent grants

from WBCF sources.
proj ects have been
supported. The Movenent in
Aot earoa ~ New Zeal and is
sending M. Peddy Noble to
Canbodia to work with the
SCMin an English and
conput er school project in
Canbodi a. As announced

el sewhere an intern wll
come fromthe SCMin the
Philippines to work with the
Australian SCMin an
Exchange project. This

wor ker will be based with
the University of Mel bourne
SCM Human Ri ghts Interns:
will work in Hong Kong,
Burma and t he Phili ppines.

Exchange

A Wonen Doi ng Theol ogy
programre was organi zed in
the Philippines in March
this year. W hope to bring
a report of this programe
in our next Newsletter.

The WSCF - AP web-site

http://ww. wscfap.orqg

The European office of the
WECF seeks input from
nmenbers of the Australian
SCMto join the e-nail
list on the thene of
reconciliation. Those

| nt erested, can contact
Jennifer Mieller directly
at world Student Christian

Feder ati onnewsl ett er @ahoo. com

t hose doing so are asked
to send a 'CC to Shawn,
Whel an, Nati onal
Coor di nat or

ShawnW@ nacentre. com au

For Your

Bookshel f

A book edited by Brian
Howe and Philip Hughes

Spirit of Australia Il:
Religion and G tizenship
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I n National includes a
chapter by Renate Howe A
Movenent of |Influence: the

Austral i an Student
Christian Movenent of the
1930s and one by Marion
Maddox, on The Changi ng
Rel ati onshi p Bet ween
Gover nment and Chur ches.

Brian's concl udi ng chapter
Is An Australia cone of
Age.

There are nine ot her
chapters, nost of which
wer e papers given at a
conference in July 2001.

The book, published by the
Austral i an Theol ogi cal
Forum was recently
publ i shed, price - $30.00.

Avai |l abl e fromthe Forum
www. at f . org. au, Openbook
Direct, or Rai nbow Book
Agenci es.

A Sobering Cal

from Aneri ca

The Fighting Methodists and

the Political Right ’
Though we cannot think
ali ke, may we not | ove
al i ke? May we not be of
one heart, though we
are not of one opinion?
Wthout all doubt, we
may. Herein all the
children of God nay
uni te, notw thstandi ng
t hese smal |l er
di fferences. These,
remai ning as they are,
they may forward one

another in love and in
good wor ks. John
Wesl ey °

Nor t hwest ern, one of
Anerica’ s great

uni versities, was begun by
t he Met hodi st Church in
1850, outside Chicago in a
church parsonage. In the
early 20th century, the

" This reviewis largely drawn

fromZion's Herald is a UMC
New Engl and i ndependent
journal reaching out
national | y.

John Wesl ey Essay -
Spirit.

Cat hol i c
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school had out st andi ng
football teans known as

t he Fighting Methodists.
Foot bal | was banned at
Nort hwestern, in 1905, due
t o excessive viol ence.
Later, after w nning
several Big Ten football
chanpi onshi ps, the school
renaned the teamto the

| ess col ourful but nore
col | egi at e- soundi ng

W | dcat s.

The days of the 'Fighting
Met hodi sts' may be maki ng
a dramati c comeback, not
on the football field but
i nside the church itself.
For the uninitiated, a
recent new book nanes the
teans and the players and
tells what’'s at stake in
the battle for the soul

t he nation’s second

| ar gest denom nati on
(after the Southern
Bapti sts). UnitedMethodi sm

of
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@ Ri sk: A Wake-Up Call °
Leon Howel | *.

Organi zed to change the
Church in rigid and
justice-free ways, the
Church's | eadershi p and
organi sati ons have been
attacked wth venom by
tightly organized, highly
noti vated and fabul ously
wel | -financed extrene

ri ght-wi ng advocacy groups
i n a take-no-prisoners
canpai gn agai nst al |
mai nl i ne Protest ant
churches. The agenda and
activities of the
conservatives in the

Uni ted Met hodi st Church in
t he USA have rung al arm
bells with many.

Wth the primry

guadr enni al deci si on-
maki ng Conference of the

U M C due to occur shortly
in Pittsburgh conservative
groups have been pl anni ng
for years to infiltrate
the selection processes to

9

Publ i shed by the Infornmation
Project for United Methodi sts,
avai l able for $US 12.50 from
The CGenesis Il Goup, P.O
Box 336, Deerfield, NH 03037,
nai | t 0: gent hr ee@enesi st hree. c
om

™ Leon Howel |, is based in
Washi ngton DC, is author of
si X books, Conmmuni cati ons
Director for the University
Christian Mwvenment in the

1960s. He served as a
frontier '"Intern in M ssion'
in Sri Lanka and Thai |l and. He

lived in Asia for eight years.
He is a respected journali st
and former editor of
Christianity and Crisis
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wei ght this year's annual
conf er ences.

This group's decl ared
aim™ .is to change the
" per manent governi ng
structure of nmainline
churches so they can help
renew the w der cul ture of

our nation. In other
words, its goal is not a
spiritual quest at all,

but a political takeover
fromthe extrene right.
Not that the United

Met hodi st Church this has
been, alone, simlar
efforts in the
Presbyterian and Epi scopal
churches and in attacks on
t he National and Wrld
Counci |l s of Churches have
been sustai ned. Many of

t he sane forces that have
overwhel ned the Sout hern
Bapti st denom nation are
seeking to underm ne the
core val ues of tolerance,
civility, and advocacy for
t he weak and vul nerabl e
that are central to the
heritage and w t ness of
mai nl i ne Protestantism
Simlar to the strategy
enpl oyed agai nst the

Sout hern Baptists, the
political right seeks to
gain top | eadership
positions in the church by
spreadi ng m sl eadi ng

I nformati on and i ncendi ary
al | egati ons agai nst

or gani sati ons and

I ndi vi dual s.

“ |.R D Reforming Anerica s
Churches Project 2001-2004
(executive sunmary)
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In this book, M. Howell
shows that The United

Met hodi st Church and ot her
mai nl i ne Protestant
churches have been
sufficiently vigorous,
socially invol ved and
politically effective over
the years to garner the
wath of the Anerican
right. He nakes a
convi nci ng case that
mai nl i ne churches such as
the U M C can no | onger
afford to be naive.

Howel | nmai ntai ns that

t hese churches need to
stand up and get in a
"fighting nood'" because
the political right ains
to take them over.

The political right w ng,
operating in the guise of
a gaggl e of so-called
‘renewal groups',
particularly the Institute
on Religion and Denocracy
(I.R D, wth the finance
and will to target three
mai nl i ne Aneri can
churches: The United

Met hodi st Church, the
Presbyterian Church USA
and t he Epi scopal Church.
The |. R D was created and
I s sustained by noney from
right-wi ng corporate

f oundati ons and has spent

some $4.4 mllion in 20
years attacking mainline
churches. |Its ultra-

conservative social -policy
goal s i nclude increasing
mlitary spendi ng and
foreign interventions,
opposi ng envi ronnment al
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protection efforts and
elimnating social welfare
pr ogr ams

Usi ng propaganda net hods
of wedge issues, such, as
abortion, honosexuality
etc. to cause confusion,
di ssensi on and di vi sion.
The |. R D and ot her self-
procl ai nred renewal groups
desire only to inpose
their belief systemon the
target churches avoi di ng
genui ne di al ogue,

Met hodi sts, Howel |l rem nds
us, have held proudly to
the 'extrene m ddl e
during nost of their

history. United

Met hodi sts are a
practical, dedicated at
their best to 'preaching

the plain gospel to plain
folk'. Fromits beginning,
Met hodi sm recogni sed sel f -
ri ght eousness as the bane
of religion, be it the

| deol ogy of the left or
right. Wesley never
retreated froma necessary
fight. Wen it canme to
guestions of justice, he
had 'fire in the belly'.

St andi ng for soci al
policies, the 21st century
counterparts of which the
Anerican religious and
political right vehenently
oppose Wesl ey was

passi onate and vocal about
the plight of the poor and
the need not only to
practice charity, but also
to alter econom c policies
t hat encourage greed and
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puni sh the poor. He was
an advocate of reducing

t he nati onal debt by
mnimsing mlitary
spendi ng. Wesley, the
decadent weal thy for
failure to return enough
of their investnent to the
wor ker s he advocat ed

| owering grain prices to
hel p the poor and taxing
the rich for luxury itens
to i nprove public

services. Wesley appeal ed
for free clinics and

medi cines in addition to
prayer for the sick.

Wesl ey' s economi c ethics
were nodern, well reasoned
and progressive. Robert H
Stone states in his recent
book, John Wesley's Life
and Ethics, that Wsley's
humane soci al proposals
constituted a ' new
conpassionate |iberalisn.

For gi veness ~ Sophi a Wol dri dge *

What is forgiveness? Is it
a noun, a verb, a state
one arrives at, a strategy
one takes? 1Is it a state
of being 'no-Ilonger-angry
or hurt'? Howis
‘forgiveness' to be
attained? |If, indeed it
Is in the nature of
forgiveness that it can be
at t ai ned.

How does a person go about
forgiving soneone?

The SCM e-nmail student
Chat-list invokes profound
di scussion on a w de range
of issues of faith,

rel ati onshi ps, society,
justice and peace. Earlier
i n the year Sophia
Whol ri dge asked those
guestions on forgiveness.

Responding to a vi gorous
di scussi on, Sophi a
prepared this edited
review. The e-nmail
response covered a range
of content and opi ni ons,
Psychol ogi sts, Legal-aid
Lawyers, Buddhi sts,
Conflict Resolution

Consul tants, Christian

M ni sters, people who have
survived i ncest, and
peopl e who have had

experi ences of forgiveness
as they have lived their
everyday life. Each was
di fferent but some thenes
ener ged

About the only commonality
bet ween the responses was
that there is a difference
bet ween forgi veness and

' Sophi a expressed her thanks, as do those SCM Friends privil eged
to looking in on this journey in faith in the foll ow ng "Thank you
taking the tine to respond.. Special thanks to those who were
generous enough to share of their personal experiences. |'m

flattered by the trust people put

in me by being so frank and open

about what they have been through and what they have | earned

t hrough t hose pai nful experiences.

Al so thank you to the people

|”ve never net. In turn, SCM Friends (Vic) thank Sophia for her

perm ssion to reprint the review
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reconciliation.

For gi veness was defi ned by
nost as being an internal
process of ‘noving on’,
‘letting it go', ‘not

| etting one bad event that
happened to ne define who
| ami, ‘taking back the
power to be happy again’,
or ‘not holding it against
t he person any nore’. In
contrast, reconciliation
was generally defined as
sonmething to do with
‘repairing the
relationship’, and is nore
of ‘a corporate or

reci procal act’.

O herwi se, a w de-ranging
di scussi on ensued. For
sone, the word forgiveness
IS so wei ghed down by the
burden of Christian
teaching (often used to
negate soneone’s feelings
of anger, particularly
wonen) that it can’t be
separated fromthe often-
abusi ve context in which
It can be used. For sone,
the word forgiveness is a
burden in itself,
particularly when one is
bei ng urged to forgive
when not wi shing or is not
ready so to do. QOhers

t hought that recommendi ng
to a person to forgive

wi || always be patronising
and di sm ssive because
only the person hinself or
hersel f knows when or if
the tinme is right. Sone
churches and community

or gani sati ons have
specific processes to
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facilitate reconciliation;
t he nost obvi ous being
reconciliation processes
after soneone has been
sexual ly assaulted within
a church comunity. These
processes can be damagi ng
If the victimfeels
pressured to forgive,

ei ther when they don’'t
want to or they are not
ready to.

It was clear that the
process of forgiveness is,
for nost, simlar to that
of grief, or at |east runs
parallel to that. As with
grief, forgiveness does
not run in a straight

| i ne, but rather proceeds
I n stops and starts, two
steps forward one step

back. Forgiveness, for
nost, is a process that
above all el se that

requires patience.

Several nentioned how

I nportant it is to start

t he process of forgiving
sonmeone by recogni sing
that it is not sonething
you can conpletely
control. You can

I nfluence it a great deal;
you can manage how it

| npacts on your life.
even if you
psychot her api se and CBT
yourself until you re blue
In the face, there may be
a day in five years tine
wher e anger about what has
happened to you mght hit
you full on for no
apparent reason.
collective w sdom

But

Your
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suggested that if that
occurs, feeling guilty or
angry at yourself about

t he enotions you have w ||
only make it worse, and
It’s a waste of energy.

For gi veness is al so
simlar to or linked with
anger. Sone reported

hol ding onto gri evances as
anger and ot hers sadness,
whi | e sone spoke of noving
fromone to the other, or
j unpi ng back and forth

bet ween the two. A
recurrent thenme in the
responses was how
functional anger is when
you' ve been wonged, as a
def ence nechani sm and a
notivating factor for you
to do what you need to do
to put distance between
yoursel f and the person
who harned you. Anot her

t heme was how hard it is
to deci de when the anger
has served its purpose and
I s becom ng a burden all

of its own.

There was broad agreenent
as to what forgiveness is
not. Forgiveness is
certainly not forgetting.
Neither is it ‘pretending
It never happened’ or
returning to a pattern of
I nteraction that existed
bef ore the w ongdoi ng
occurred. It is not
sonet hi ng the perpetrator
shoul d have control over,
al t hough sone theorists
argue that forgiveness

Wi t hout an adm ssi on of
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guilt on the part of the
perpetrator is not in the
victims long term

I nterests (see reference
to Before Forgiving:
Cautionary Views of

For gi veness in
Psychot her apy bel ow).

For gi veness i s not
reconciliation (see
above). Forgiveness is
not forfeiting the *bad
w sdomi acquired by a
wounded person through
their recovery process.

So what are the conponents
of forgiveness? Sone of

t he ones you’ ve suggested
to ne are:

¢ The victimneeds to be
able to say "I have
been hurt, that was
W ong, you are to
bl ane". You can’t
forgi ve soneone for
sonet hi ng you don’t
bl ame him or her for.
Sonme peopl e get stuck
on this one, and they
want to hurry through
to forgiveness wthout
| etting thensel ves
feel anger, hurt, etc.
It seens to ne that it
I's unlikely that
f orgi veness can occur
I f the person who has
been wonged i s not
willing to admt to
hi msel f or herself
t hat they have been
wr onged.

¢ There needs to be sone
recognition on the
part of the victim of
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the full inpact of
what happened to them
such as "really

expl ori ng what
happened, actually

st eppi ng back and
seeing the conplexity
of it all™".

The victimneeds to
have sone | evel of

sel f-accept ance (see
nmy clunmsy rant about
accepting human limts
being a very scary
prospect to some

peopl e) .

clients | have no
reason to assune that
forgiveness is a cure-
all that can and
shoul d be applied in
all situations. |If

f orgi veness cones up
as an issue | need to
encour age the client
to consider both the
pros and the cons of
forgiving or ‘letting
go’, and there are
going to be cons. As
with all psychot herapy
work | need to be sure
t hat ny personal

Questi ons about

_ spiritual beliefs and
f or gi veness

my religious heritage

¢ One inportant question don’t rmuddy the waters

raised was "If there
Is forgiveness with no
acknow edgnent of

wr ongdoi ng by the
perpetrator, where is
the accountability?
And if [soneone] is
not held account abl e
by nme, then what

I npact may that have
on ot her people?" This
IS a very inportant
question, and | don’t
think it's been
addressed in the
psychol ogi cal field
yet, although there
seens to have been
nore di scussion of it

i n phil osophy and

t heol ogy. Al though we
have w dely shared

cul tural notions of

t he val ue of ‘noving
on” and ‘letting go’,
in m work with
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for the clients, and
that I am not pushing
themin a direction |
det erm ne

Anot her question asked
In the responses was
‘“what woul d be the
poi nt of forgiveness

I n the context of
psychot herapy?’ |
think there are as
many answers as there
are clients (and
psychot her api sts!).

| n sone instances
clients cone in saying
‘I want to forgive
this person and get on
with ny life." OQhers
say, "lI’mprepared to
do whatever it takes
to get rid of this
anger." O hers have a
trauma response where
they are stuck trying
to make sense of the



SCM Friends' Newsletter [Vic] ~ Advent Edition

world in the light of
sone recently acquired
‘bad wi sdomi . Sone
clients say they want

to ‘let go of anger
they feel towards
sonmeone. They m ght

not use the word

forgi veness, in which
case | probably

woul dn’t either, but
either way |’'d need to
check out what they
nmeant by the terns

they were using. As
with all
psychot herapy, it’s

t he psychot herapist’s
job to work with the
client to clarify the
client’s goals and
wor k out the best way
to achi eve those
goals. While using
the client’s | anguage
as much as possi bl e,
it’s often necessary
to explore the
client’s view

A particul ar situation
cones to mnd that |’ve
seen in action a few tines
in clients and friends.
"1l try to sunmarise it
in point form and any of
you clinical psychol ogists
out there can deconstruct
it later if you w sh:

| believe that for all us
humans, feeling quilt is
often nore confortable

t han feeling powerless.

If we have the choice

bet ween percei ving

oursel ves as either:
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a)Living in a wrld
with a well-
est abl i shed order,
strong connections
bet ween cause and
consequence, where
everyone got their
j ust deserts, and
where we are
personal |y
deficient/ w cked/
wr ong/ broken, or

b) Living in a world
where chaos rul es,
where we are not
able to predict what
wi | | happen next,
wher e what goes
wrong i S not our
fault but no one is
driving the ship

e Then nost of us wl|
choose option a),
because chaos is so
frightening and
exhausting that thinking
of ourselves as
personal ly deficient is
the | ess scary option.
| f the bad things that
happen to us are our
fault then at | east we
have hope, because there
Is a chance that if we
work hard at it we can
| nprove oursel ves, and
all will be well with
the world. This can be
seen particularly
clearly with people who
have been abused as
chil dren who adopt and
defend the role of
‘bl ack sheep/ problem
child / seducer’. It's
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| ess heartbreaking to
play out their
prescribed role as ‘the
problemi than it is to
accept that whether or
not they got |ove and
affection from Mum or
Dad, was never in their
control anyway (slot in
your own attachnent
theory reference here).
| renmenber a client |
once knew who was

convi nced she was
destined to be a sex
wor ker because her
father had told her that
t he reason he raped her
was because she was so
sexual ly alluring. She
did not want ne
chal | engi ng her view of
hersel f as havi ng been a
d**

So sone, particularly

t hose who have been
abused as children, go
through life clinging to
the i dea that happi ness
and fair treatnent can
be earned, regardless of
all the evidence to the
contrary, because their
entire sense of self
rests on this idea.

Preferring to feel
rat her than
power | essness ‘ nuddi es
the water’ for those in
a situation where they
m ght be trying to
forgive or ‘let go of
sonet hi ng done to them
even a mnor event. If
you are operating under

gui |t
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a concept that if |
could just be the sort
of person they want ne

to be, then all the bad
things wll stop
happening. Then its

very hard to accept that
soneone el se who has
behaved badly and hurt
you is not wong / evil
/| w cked / broken, but
just a human bei ng who
did a wong thing. This
sort of accepting-of-
ot her - peopl e’ s-
limtations is very

t hreateni ng to soneone
whose world view is
based on ‘the world is
predi ctable, and I am
def ective’, because by
inplication if you
accept soneone else’s
limtations but
recogni se themas a

nor mal person, then you
are i nplying that
limtations are nor mal
This is a challenge to
the view that ‘I have
been treated badly
because of ny faults’.

For people in this
situation, forgiving can
be particularly hard
because it requires a

| evel of self-acceptance.
Sel f -acceptance is very

t hr eat eni ng, because it

I npl i es that nmaybe what
happened to you is not

i ndi cative of a defect in
you. That is scary
because it inplies that
maybe there was sonet hi ng
wrong with Mum or Dad, or
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how Mum or Dad treated
you.
Sorry, that’s about as

clear as | can nake it.
But for people who are
victins, who think within
this framework, trying to
forgi ve soneone w t hout
acknow edgi ng that what
they did was wong can be
particul arly danmagi ng.

Another difficulty in
psychot herapy that |’'ve
come across: sonetines
there are negative
consequences to siding
with the client in their

vi ew of the person that
hurt them as evil, bad,
conpletely corrupt etc.

| f the person that hurt
themwas their parent, it
makes it hard for the
client to admt that they
still love their Dad / Mim
and want himher to |ove
them It also nmakes it
very hard for the person
to admit the abuse they

m ght be committing on
their own kids, or even to
di scuss what they perceive
to be thensel ves abusing
their own kids. |[If the
person that hurt them was
a politically-notivated
torture victim going
along wwth the client’s
definition of the
perpetrator as evil /
subhuman / wi cked nakes it
hard for the client to
admt to their own part
human rights viol ations
t owar ds ot her people

I n
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t hrough the war. There
are |ots of ways that a
sinplistic good versus
evil approach can damage
the client in the end.

Books and ot her resources

» Forgiveness and O her
Acts of Love by
St ephani e Dowr i ck.

= Before Forgiving:
Cautionary Views of
For gi veness in

Psychot herapy,’ Ed by S.
Lanb and J. G Muirphy,
Oxford Uni Press. 2002.

Particularly the
chapters on Forgi veness
as Therapy and
For gi veness in
Counsel l'i ng: Cauti on,
Definition, and
Application. The title
reflects the tone of the
book. It includes
critique of concepts of
‘forgi veness’ being
bandi ed around in self-
help literature, often
usi ng quotes froma
range of sacred texts
Wi t hout giving any
context for such quotes.
In nmy view, any process
that clains there are ‘8
steps to forgiveness' is
unlikely to work as per
I nstructions. But |
guess such approaches
m ght be useful for
client work if they
provide a point to start
di scussion with, or if
they give the client
hope that sone sort of
‘moving on’ i s possible.
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The Truth Conmm ssion in
South Africa, Fr.

M chael Lapsley, a South
African Anglican cleric
who | ost both hands and
an eye when the South
African police force
sent hima letter bonb
to di scourage himfrom
continuing his work in
the ANC. M chael runs
‘“the healing of nmenory’
wor kshops around t he
world. His work in Qz
focuses on the Stolen
Generation. | went to
M chael ' s presentation

| ast tinme he was in
Perth, and he’'s a pretty
I nspirational person.
More info at
http://ww. heal i nhgof nenori es

.co.zalarticles/bicycle theo

| ogy. ht m http://wwv. heal i ngo

f renories. co. za

The story of Anerican
Any Biehl, who went to
South Africa on a

Ful bri ght scholarship to
devel op and work for
egalitarian type causes.
Wil e driving a bl ack
col | eague hone she was
attacked and kil led by
bl ack radicals holding a
protest march. Her
famly travelled to
South Africa after
death to try and
under stand why she di ed,
and Any’'s famly were
heckl ed and verbally
abused by onl ookers

t hroughout the trial.
Despite all of this her
famly sets up a

her
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foundation "to educate
citizens, inprove
conditions, and create
jobs in sone of the nost
| npoveri shed areas of
South Africa. To date,
the Trust has rai sed and
di stributed nore than $1
mllion. In addition,

t he Bi ehl s have
participated in South
Africa's Truth and
Reconciliation

Commi ssi on, accepting
ammesty for their
daughter's killers and
even hel ping two of them
| earn trades and get
jobs. The story is also
I nteresting as (from
nmenory) the Biehl famly
aroused the wath of
sone in the US, for
failing to pursue
retribution and
"justice" for their
daught er.
http://ww. und. ac. za/ und/ ccm
s/ anp/ revi ews/ bi ehl 2. ht m -
review of a novi e about
Any - good sunmary.
http://ww. acadeny. und. edu/ a
bout us/ news_r el eases/ 3-22-
00. ht m - anot her good
synopsi s & ot her
reconciliatory ideas,
http://ww. berkel ey. edu/ news
[ ber kel eyan/ 1999/ 0428/ bi ehl .
htmi - forgiveness
article

Corrie Ten Boon, who
survi ved concentration
canps in WNVWII and went
on to forgive her
torturers. Her npbst
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f anous book is ‘ The
Hi di ng Pl ace.’
= Mchael Kirby, and his

cal mand dignified
response to those who
accused hi m of

= Nel son Mandel a,
summarised in his
aut obi ography Long Road
to Freedom

Sophi a Wol ri dge

sophi awo@ot mai | . com

paedophili a,
The recurring tragedy of Christian history is that the
Church, called by its Lord to be in the world but not of
it, has, nore often than not, been of the world but not in

it.
sal t
happy to be the world's

The Church has sel dom been absorbed by the world as
is absorbed, giving a new taste. It
i cing sugar,
t he intol erabl e and changi ng not hi ng.

has usual |y been
somewhat sweet eni ng
Paul

Cestricher, 'The Doubl e Cross'
The Movenent Round the Nati on
SCM National Ofice: PO Box 4386, University of
Mel bourne, Parkville, Vic 3052

ASCM Website
<ascm or g. au>

The website has been put
to this year. National

Conf erence i nformati on.
Currently it contains the
2nd draft Constitution for
Rei ncor poration, Enuail
contact Lists for Branches
and Executive, WSBCF
Reports and the SCM Reci pe
Book, Lists of New
Resources an the Jubli ee
G apevi ne: Spring 2002

In addition, the programme
and application forns for
the forthcom ng Nati onal
Conf erence are avail abl e
on the website. At the
nonent the website

recei ves about 40 hits a
week.

Jubi | ee Grapevine: Jubilee
Grapevine is a publication
of the ASCM conprising a
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collection of articles
witten by nenbers and

ot hers associated with the
Movenent. In addition it
contai ns i nformation about
t he National Myvenent,
Area Councils and
Branches, future and past
Events, and a Fri ends'
page. Back copies are
avai l able in text formor
di sk. Subscriptions

[ $15. 00 per annuni may be
| odged with the return
formencl osed. The thene
of the last JG was

" Prayer'.

The forthcom ng Wnter
2003 edition of Jubil ee
G apevi ne focuses on
t heme: Peace = The absence
of war?
Narelle MAuliffe
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E- mai | :
<nntaul i ffe@r aduat e. uwa. edu. au>

Australian Capita
Territory

The year started with a
burst of activity. Am dst
protest at Parlianent
House agai nst the (then

| npendi ng) war in Iraq,
effort was put into our
stall at Market Day during
O - Wek wth yummy
goodi es to hand out and a
tabl e of ‘candles for
peace’. A good response
on the day resulted in
greeting new nenbers at
our wel conme di nner.

The focus for nuch of the
termwas the war in Irag.
Margaret Bearlin | ed our
O week forumon A just war

In conjunction with the
Chapl ai ncy we held a very
cool novie night, view ng
Jesus of Montreal. Lots
of popcorn and t heol ogi cal
di scussi on gave great
opportunity to neet other
peopl e connected with the
Chapl ai ncy, particularly
menbers of the | oca
Philipino community.

After concentrating

| argely on practical

social justice issues, the
ANU group deci ded to focus
on questions of
spirituality. In our

| unchtinme neetings we
sought to explore the

rel ati onshi p between
reason and faith and the
wi sdom of the heart. CQur
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devel opnent worker, Ruth
Hagan’s current studies in
spirituality and theol ogy
at the Australian Catholic
Uni versity provi ded
resource and starting
poi nt whil e taking

advant age of the

phi | osophy studies of a
few of our nenbers.

In a fulfilling session

| ooki ng at one of M chael
Leuni g’ s prayers using

| ectio divina, a nethod of
bi bl e study, where a
passage is read over a few
times without discussion,
but with carefu

refl ection, and people

t hen sharing what they saw
I n the passage provided a
di fference of perspective.
A foll ow up session
arising fromthe national
e-mai |l chat |ist about

what it neans to be a
Christian with a
surprisingly wde variety
of opi ni ons.

The offer by active SCM
Friend, Peter Bailey, to
use his beach house near
Bat eman’ s Bay provided the
setting for a weekend
retreat, providing a

wel come opportunity for
rel axi ng break while
gently further exploring
| deas of faith and doubt,
ably assisted by our

resi dent theol ogi an,

Heat her Thonpson. A | ead-
in was the film
Shadow ands, about C. S
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Lew s, which |eft many of
us sniffling in the end.

We continue close |inks
with the ANU Chapl ai ncy,
both through Ruth’s
nmenbership of the
Chapl ai ncy team and the
Chapl ai ns’ frequent
participation in our

di scussions. W are
hopi ng to continue on the
t hemes of spirituality and
t heol ogy for next term
Kati e

Weir, katieweir@otmil.com

Queensl and

The SCMers in Brisbane are
doing a great job planning

t he National Conference to
be held at St Franci s’
Col | ege, Brisbane. It

shoul d be a fantastic
event. Janes Haire,
President of the Uniting
Church, has been confirned
as one of the speakers,
and there are lots of

ot her great sessions

pl anned. And of course
there will be tinme for

rel axi ng and maki ng new
friendships with SCMwers
fromall over the country.
| f you haven't attended an
SCM nati onal conference
before, talk to soneone
who has - they are a

real ly energising and
rewar di ng experi ence.

Renenber, it's not just
for current SCvers but for
anyone who m ght be

i nterested. The programme
can be viewed on the ASCM
Website ' from

www.ascm.org.au OF
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St Francis Col | ege. PO Box
1261, MIton, Q 4064, ph
07 3369 4286. Cost for

Fri ends, waged Full

conference $150. 00,
unwaged $90. 00, Single
sessions $15.00 and $5. 00
respectively.

Ray Barracl ough

Victoria

Student life in the SCM
continues to be full of
chal | enges, excitenent,
struggl es, nonents of
confusi on and nmoment s of
clarity. It is the core
val ues, that hold us

t ogether - community and
shari ng.
After | engthy

consul tation, the
Victorian Area Council,
fornmerly a State-|evel
commttee, largely
conprising SCM graduat es
[ Fri ends], has been
restructured froma fornal
body, existing to attend
to busi ness and

adm nistration into an ad-
hoc Victorian Comunity
Gathering. Wth a focus
on networ ki ng branch
menbers with each other
and buil ding community
anong students it wll
nmeet as necessary

I ncl udi ng hospitality,
good food and conmunity
bui | di ng.

In the spirit of the SCM
it was felt that the

menbers need to have
owner shi p of the business
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and adm ni strative

deci sions of the Myvement.
Attending to these
necessary financial or

adm ni strative tasks
doesn’t need to be a

t edi ous or energy draining
] ob.

The current ethos of the
Movenent is to spend

ener gy, not on maintaining
an institution, but to
wor k on our main goal of
provi di ng our vital
mnistry to tertiary

st udent s.

There is only one staff
person, a student, worKking
one day a week to support
t he Mel bourne University
branch, and no office.
These devel opnents are
partly born of necessity,
partly an attenpt to
recapture what’s nost

val uabl e about the SCM

pl ease bear with us as it
can sonetinmes hard even to
find people with the tine
to neet and expl ore such
possibilities!

Br anches

The SCM has two branches
in Victoria, one at

Mel bourne University and
one at Victoria University
[primarily based on the St
Al bans' canpus].

Each branch organises its
own programmes of

di scussi ons, bible studies
and communi ty buil di ng
events, as well as
participating in broader
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community events such as
t he Pal m Sunday service
and rally. SCM conti nues
to play a critical and
uni que role on university
canmpuses as a wel com ng
communi ty that enbodies
and nurtures the
ecuneni cal spirit.

Many of the students are
al so involved in secul ar
canpus- based groups
wor ki ng for peace,
justice, Pacific Nations’
concerns and the
envi ronnent, and for
t he SCM provi des an
| nportant space in which
to reflect theologically
on (and be inspired to
conti nue wth) these
activities.

t hem

For t he Mel bour ne
Uni versity SCM Branch, the
year began wth t he
excitenent of a new staff
worker — Kate Barnard.
Kate is an wundergraduate
physics and arts student

who has also been doing a
fantastic job working part
time for the SCM Her
ent husi asm has been truly
amazi ng, and her passion
for life, ganmes and socia
justice action has been
I nfectious Wit hin t he
branch. Having a staff
wor ker al so makes an
| mmeasurable difference to
the everyday I|ife and
growt h of the branch.

At the beginning of this
senester, the obvious
thenme for our neetings and
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studi es was ‘' Peace’ . W

pl anned a series of
speakers and wor kshops
that | oosely foll owed our
t henme. Al though we started
the year with a sense of

f or ebodi ng about the
approachi ng war, the
abstract discussions we'd
been havi ng about pacifism
and peace and Christian
action were suddenly
brought into sharp and
uneasy focus when the war
began. It had been a qui et
and contenpl ati ve SCM
neeting, the day the war
started. W were sitting
around, eating |unch,
shari ng sone pistachio
nuts, chatting . :
suddenly, we heard a cry —
‘“WAR' ! One of the

soci ali st clubs was

mar chi ng t hrough the

bui | di ng, playing the
radi o t hrough a negaphone.
We sat in silence. Qur

I ntell ectual discussions
and ponderings of the
precedi ng weeks seened so
futile! Eventually soneone
spoke, and the only way to
escape the terrible i mges
in our mnds was to spring
to action. W grabbed our
banner, sent sone hasty e-
mai | s, made sone urgent
phone calls and managed to
reassenble at the State
Library in tinme for the
rally that day.

We attended as many of the
peace rallies as we coul d.
We spent |ong hours
tal ki ng and offering
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support to each other.
Many of us wote letters
and got involved in
different anti-war groups.
W wote a letter of
solidarity to the Islamc
Students Society at

Mel bour ne University. Most
of all, we becane aware of
how much we needed each

other. W realised the
meani ng of ‘Faith
Community’. We debri efed

to each other when we were
exhausted from protesting,
from wat chi ng the news, or
fromjust being angry.

Wiile the war in Iraqg
seened to underpin much of
what we did this senester,
we do have sone ot her news
to report! A highlight of
t he senester for all of us
was the canp at Genbr ook
in April. W stayed in a
beautiful sol ar powered
house, and did the *usual
SCM stuff’ — the things
you’ ve been readi ng about
in the friend' s newsletter
for years. W nmade bread,
we col |l ected and roasted
chestnuts, we drank port,
we ate chocol ate, we read
poetry, we went for |ong
wal ks, we read in the sun,
we did sone gentle Bible
studi es, we did some

vi sioning and pl anning for
future SCM events. Sone of
t he other events this
senest er have i ncl uded

| ear ni ng about the

political situation in
West Papua, spending tine
with our long tine friend
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Jenny Hayes | ear ni ng about
her work with Asylum
seekers and | earni ng about
Japanese Tenpl e Geonetry
(huh?). Qur wonderf ul
Chapl ai n, Rev Dr Mborag
Logan has continued to
host lunch for us on

Thur sdays before our
meet i ngs.

In July, the ASCM Nati onal
Conference will be held in
Queensl and. The thene of

t he conference is ‘Loving
our Nei ghbours as
Qurselves’. There's a
group of us from Mel bourne
headi ng up to Sydney on

t he bus before the
conference, and we're
going to neet up with the
Sydney fol k and drive up
to Brisbane together. The
conference site is at St
Franci s’ Coll ege,

Bri sbane, and we’'re going
to be billeted with
Queensl and SCMers and SCM
friends. | think everyone
agrees the conferences are
an invaluable way to build
t he National SCM
community, and a source of
great ongoi ng energy for
our respective state

progr ans.

What’' s happening in the
future? Sonet hi ng
exciting, no doubt,

al though we haven’t done
our branch planning for
next senester yet. We're
all very excited about the
arrival of Leni, the SCM
intern fromthe
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Phi |l i ppi nes who’s going to
come and work with us in
Mel bourne for a year. No
doubt you’'ll hear nore
about this exciting
project as Leni’s arrival
dat e approaches. And nake
sure you read the

adverti senent about the
Sexual ity Forum at

Mel bourne University in
August — we’'d love it if
you coul d cone!

Rel ati onships with the
Chur ches

One exciting devel opnent
during the |ast year has
been the strengtheni ng of
SCM s relationship with
the Victorian Council of
Churches. In addition to
a range of i nfornal
contacts and use of VCC s
neeti ng space on a couple
of occasions, a contingent
of SCMers fromthe two
branches and the w der
novenent enjoyed attendi ng
t he VCC Forum

Claire
Vi ncent cl v@ugr ad. uni nel b. edu. a

u
Shawn Whel an ASCM Nati ona
Coor di nat or,

nat coord@scm or g. au

West Australia Area
Counci |

"This Year we have a new
Devel opnent O ficer,
Bronwyn Hattwell, the
daughter of two West
Australian SCMers of the
70s, taking over froma
three year term by Trudi
Bennett.
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The main vehicle for
neeting is a nonthly
Shared Space evening (wth
neal) held in rotation at
menbers' honmes. These are
attended by students from
University of West
Australia, Curtin and

Mur doch Universities.

The | argest group cones
fromthe UMA. As the

adm ni stration there

I ntroduced the
revolutionary idea of a
common | unch hour two days
per week, the group tried
to run a traditional
branch there wth canpus
neetings. There was a
coffee neeting with Ann
McPherson. However, every
ot her organi sation on the
canpus was squeezing its
activities into those two
slots, so a critical mass
coul d not be sustai ned.
They now go to Shared
Space.

In May we held a Zanbi an
Di nner which 30 students
and friends attended, wth

guest speaker Ms Cafi ane
Kumvenda. She was
brilliant giving us a real
i nsight into the

conditions in her country.
The food was i ndi genous
Zanbi an: we did not know
what we were eating but it
was really tasty! W

rai sed $260+ for the
Zanbi an SCM

We held a weekend st udent
canp at Point Peron on the
t opi ¢ Fi ndi ng Personal
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Peace in Tine of War
attended by 9 students

whi ch was very successful.
It was a "worry-based

Bi ble Study". We will
have anot her canp in
Sept enber.

Sal esperson Bronwyn knows
of the Christian weakness
for chocolate; she is
exploiting this by plying
anyone she neets with
Fundr ai si ng Chocol at es.
She has rai sed $700 so
far.

We plan to send 4/5
students to Nati onal
Conference in Brisbane.

We have submtted a (very
persuasi ve) proposal for
approval to the Trinity
Uniting Parish in Perth
for the continuance of
funding to hel p support
Bronwyn into the future.
As we are the only
ecuneni cal student

fell owshi p operating in
the West, we are quietly
confident."

Chair WA Area
Counci

Barri e Baker,

Contributions: Friends are
invited to contribute
articles and letters for

i nclusion in the

Newsl etter. Any Friend

wi shing to act a Guest
Editor for an edition, or
nore wll be wel cone.

Thank you

The t hanks of ASCM Fri ends
(Vic) are extended to
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Peter and Christine years to the SCM at the
Fensham as they transfer National, State and
domcile to Queensl and. Friends |evel is

Their conti nued, I nesti mabl e.
contribution over many

Renenber, as you read, and as you live,
nothing is ever sinple.
Not hi ng,
the nore it | ooks black and white,
t he deeper you should dig

to find the grey.

Grey sounds dul I,
but it is the colour of the m nd.

Lynne Rei d Banks
The unknown aut hor, Jean Vani er, Paul Qestreicher and Lynne Rei d Banks
quot ations from'Seeds for the Morrow , sources collected by Dorothy MII ar

| A Tine of Reckoning ~ Use the enclosed envel ope today |

This Newsletter™ had its birth followi ng the ASCM Centenary Gathering in
1996 and seeks to keep the Friends of the Mywvenent abreast of the Student
Movenent and to be alert to Friends' interests. Many have continued to
receive copies well beyond their subscription date. W cannot, however
afford to continue this practice indefinitely. Subscriptions of $11.00,
for 2003, are now due.

® The Newsletter, |ssue 20, is published two or three tines a year. 2003
subscription of $11.00, including GST. Forward to 10/8 Wir St, Bal wyn,
Vic 3103, ph 03 9836 1431, e-mumil|l jandh@l phalink.com au,

This edition is being mailed only to subscribers. Disclainmer: the views

expressed herein, are not necessarily those of the Editor, nor of those

of the ASCM as a whol e. Post Registration PP 325 999/30014,
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