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Asia Pacific Students and Youth Week 2007 

ñYouth mapping up their lives in the fast 

changing worldò 

 

Background:  

The situation of the youth is a reflection of the 

overall situation of the worldõs people. Presently, 5 of 

the countries around the world with  the largest 

concentrations of young people living on less than 

US$ 1 a day are found in Asia: India (67.7 million), the 

People's Republic of China (33.3 million), Bangladesh 

(9.9 million), Indonesia (3.1 million) and Viet Nam (2.9 

million).  

Compared to ot her regions, globalization  had the 

most impact on the perceptually growing Asian 

economies. While many young people seemed to have 

benefited from the multinationals and transnational 

transfer of their factories and companies in Asian 

countries where labor and productions costs are much 

lower, others have not been able to find employment.  

As a result, there is a growing migration of young 

people from villages and  provinces into urban centers 

to  search for job. According to UN Report, currently 1 

in 3 Asians lives in a city and this number will increase 

to 1 in 2 by 2020. Young people, especially women, in 

this context bec ome more vulnerable to sex 

trafficking and HIV/AIDS . Moreover , there are not 

enough dwelling places in the cities to accommodate 

the influx of people in the cities, causing overcrowding, 

poor housing and sanitation.  

 

The unplanned and imbalanced development between 

urban centers and villages have intensified the lack of 

health and education services in the villages and rural 

areas, making young people from those areas more 

underprivileged and exploited.  

Moreover, the policies of globalization are fast 

changing the educational system. Curricula are changed 

to adapt to the needs of the labor market as the global 

economy is increasingly based on technolog ical 

innovation and information . As the competition for job 

increases, students are staying longer in school to get 

higher studies to assure of a good job. With large 

numbers of youth who cannot afford to go to or stay in 

school, the chances for t he poor to climb up the social 

ladder become very slim.  

I n the recently concluded EASY Net Nati onal 

Coordinatorõs training, the current ecumenical young 

leaders cited the following as common problems of the 

youth in their home countries: poverty, politica l 

instability, increasing cost of higher education, 

unemployment, job insecurity, and homelessness and 

decaying spiritual and cultural values (substance abuse, 

deteriorating church attendance, consumerism, and 

pop culture).  

 

Amidst these myriad of problems , member 

movements of EASY Net and the network itself is 

positively engaging in endeavors in response to these 

problems, continually proving its worth and relevance, 

despite its own organizational difficulties. With the 

theme òYouth Mapping up their lives in the fast 

changing worldó, the network hopes to reflect and 

engage its own member movements and constituencies 

to reflect on its own ministry, priorities and strategies. 



                                                           - 2 - 

In this era of globalization and information technology 

which undeniably brought for th new forms of youth 

ministry, involvement and activism, we find our 

movements and churches challenged with dwindling 

youth participation.  

 

This yearõs Asia Pacific Students and Youth Week 

celebration and leaflet hopefully will be able to add on 

the effo rts to address our organizational challenges in 

terms of youth participation and involvement. 

Moreover, we hope that the resource book will be an 

eye opener to our constituencies who are not so much 

aware of the life circumstances and difficulties of the 

bigger number of youth who are outside the confines 

of churches and universities.  

 

Objectives:  

1.  To challenge our own organization to rethink 

the position and role of youth in the life, 

history and future of our organization.  

2.  To challenge our constituencies t o look 

beyond their own life circumstances and 

grapple with the realities of the much bigger 

percentage of youth.  

3.  To highlight the youthõs vibrancy, idealism 

and capacity to rise above the situation.  

ñBackground of the Asia Pacific Students 

and Youth Week: Lessons of encouragement 

and challenges aheadò 

 

By Rakesh Peter Dass, Christian Conference of Asia 

August 26, 2003, Hong Kong 

Authorôs Note: 

The Asia Pacific Students and Youth Week (APSWY) 

shares its history with the history of the Asia Youth 

Week (AYW)  of the Youth Department of the 

Christian Conference of Asia. As the AYW has 

transformed itself into the APSYW, we can trace the 

history of the APSYW as the history of the Asia Youth 

Week. 

 

 

What is the Asia Youth Week? 

¶ The Asia Youth Week has been, and is , a period of 

common celebration in which the youth and the 

youth movements in Asia are encouraged to focus 

on a common issue. 

¶ It is a time when the young people across Asia 

come together, in their own locali ty, to celebrate 

and ponder on common issue. 

¶ It is a time for the young people in Asia to pray, 

worship, reflect, organize workshops, 

consultations, Bible studies and other such 

activities through out the region on common issues 

within the region.  

¶ It is a time when the young people enjoy the 

fellowship of their brothers and sisters across 

the region, though separated by distance, but in 

the knowledge that young people all across Asia 

are celebrating on the same theme during the 

week that they are.  

¶ The Asia Youth Week is a manifestation of the 

ecumenical spirit that transcends national 

boundaries to manifest common action with a 

common focus. 

¶ It is a celebration of mutual joy and an 

acknowledgement of standing together with those 

people in the region who are suffering. It is 
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identifying with the needy of t he time, and the 

needs of the time.  

 

Why the Asia Youth Week? 

¶ To help all youth movements in Asia to focus 

together on a common issue that is affecting 

youth in Asia either directly or indirectly.  

¶ To create a sense of awareness and solidarity 

among the youth in Asia in relation to their 

struggles through the celebration of the Asia 

Youth Week together.  

¶ To bridge gaps across countries, languages, 

cultures, perspectives, and focuses.  

¶ To encourage the youth to get involved in the 

struggles of peoples in Asia.  

 

When do we celebrate the Asia Youth Week? 

The Asia Youth Week is celebrated every year 

during the third week of the month of October. Events 

can be organized for a day, or a few days, or can even 

last the whole week. There is no fixed duration of the 

celebration, only a suggested time of the year. Some 

local and national youth and students bodies celebrate 

the AYW at times other than the days of the third 

week of October, given their special circumstances.  

However, youth and students groups across Asia ar e 

encouraged to celebrate the AYW during the same 

week in October to express a joint celebration in spirit 

and action throughout the region.  

 

How do we celebrate the Asia Youth Week? 

The Christian Conference of Asia Youth helps youth 

movements throughout Asia to celebrate this event 

through the sharing of youth experiences and studies 

in relation to the theme. Celebrations vary in duration 

and format and include Bible Studies, worship liturgies, 

reflections and reports, poster competitions, seminars, 

etc. This list is certainly not exclusive as youth 

discover new ways to celebrate the youth week.  

Resource materials, in the form of a Resource 

Booklet, are sent out to all the youth movements to 

help them prepare for the events. The youth 

movements are encour aged to translate the materials 

in the local language. The youth movements are free to 

change the dates of celebration to a convenient time in 

their calendar, if required.  

The sharing of Asia Youth Week among the ASYG 

network has been a joyous occasion for  CCA. Now this 

sharing has been strengthened by the creation of the 

EASY Net. And so it is with much joy that, since 2002, 

CCA Youth has shared the Asia Youth Week to be 

celebrated as the Asia Pacific Students and Youth 

Week under the auspices of the Ecume nical Asia 

Pacific Students and Youth Network.  

 

From the time in 1998 when IMCS proposed to share 

in the celebration of the AYW up to the sharing of 

celebrations as the APSYW, we have come a long way.  

 

We also look forward to the same level of 

commitment and standard that the Asia Youth Week 

has developed. This is now our common challenge, and 

in this a truly great opportunity.  

The opportunity to come together, students and 

youth, in common action and unity. To come together in 

oneness towards love, peace, and justice for all 

creation.  

 

 


