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What happened to the Student Christian Movement in the 1960s and 197052
Why did it go into a steep decline and cease to be the force it had been?

The Student Christian Movement was a large and wanderfully vibrant communily where
students could ask any questions, access Lthe best resgurces, and Find thei way 1o, Or
rmore deeply into, the lite of the Chorch, T8 encoaraged therm to offer themselves to God
and endaavour toocarry aut God's missian in Ehe world, But abt a critical perind, the 50
suffared division, struggled and perbaps went astray; its vision af mession and unity,
Justice and peace passed to successar arganizations. The quastion is, why?

Fobin Boyd examines the story of "the SCM radition”: 25 it began and developad: as it
werastled with the challenge ab being Christian in the acadamic world - its own special
rmission feld; and as it has sought b0 recovar its roots and face the futura with hope.

‘Rabin Bboyd shows just haw much the ecumanical movement of the twentieth century
owes [ the SCM, Sa why did a movement that changed the course of church history
gecling in the late LY9odsy Here is a well argued, penetrating and convincing answel
which sheds light an today’s complex ecumenical scene and has implications for the
future direction of the ecomenical journey.’
Mary Tanner, Vice-President
Waorld Council of Churches

Fobin Boyd grew up in Morthern [reland, He served an the staff of the Student Christian
Mavement in Lendan, taught - and learned - Christian theslogy in India, and was a
minister in newly united churches in both India (Chorch of Horth Tndia, 19707 and
dustralia (Uniting Charch in Sostralia, 19775, From 1980 to 1987, he was Director of the
Irish Schonl of Ecumenics, where he worked closely with Roman Cathaolic colleaques to
pramote understanding and reconcibation
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