Background':

The situation of the youth is a reflection of the
overall situation of the world's people. Presently, 5 of
the countries around the world with the largest
concentrations of young people living on less than
US$ 1 a day are found in Asia: India (67.7 million), the
People's Republic of China (33.3 million), Bangladesh
(9.9 million), Indonesia (3.1 million) and Viet Nam (2.9
million).

Compared to other regions, globalization had the

most impact on the perceptuadlly growing Asian

economies. While many young people seemed to have
benefited from the multinationals and transnational
transfer of their factories and companies in Asian
countries where labor and productions costs are much
lower, others have not been able to find employment.
As a result, there is a growing migration of young
people from villages and provinces into urban centers
to search for job. According to UN Report, currently 1
in 3 Asians lives in a city and this number will increase
to 1in 2 by 2020. Young people, especially women, in
this context become more vulnerable fto sex
trafficking and HIV/AIDS. Moreover, there are not
enough dwelling places in the cities to accommodate
the influx of people in the cities, causing overcrowding,

poor housing and sanitation.

The unplanned and imbalanced development between
urban centers and villages have intensified the lack of
health and education services in the villages and rural
areas, making young people from those areas more

underprivileged and exploited.

Moreover, the policies of globalization are fast
changing the educational system. Curricula are changed
to adapt to the needs of the labor market as the global

economy is increasingly based on technological

innovation and information. As the competition for job
increases, students are staying longer in school to get
higher studies to assure of a good job. With large
numbers of youth who cannot afford to go to or stay in
school, the chances for the poor to climb up the social

ladder become very slim.

In the recently concluded EASY Net National
Coordinator’'s training, the current ecumenical young
leaders cited the following as common problems of the
youth in their home countries: poverty, political
instability, increasing cost of higher education,
unemployment, job insecurity, and homelessness and
decaying spiritual and cultural values (substance abuse,
deteriorating church attendance, consumerism, and
pop culture).

Amidst these myriad of problems, member
movements of EASY Net and the network itself is
positively engaging in endeavors in response to these
problems, continually proving its worth and relevance,
despite its own organizational difficulties. With the
theme “"Youth Mapping up their lives in the fast
changing world”, the network hopes to reflect and
engage its own member movements and constituencies

to reflect on its own ministry, priorities and strategies.
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In this era of globalization and information technology
which undeniably brought forth new forms of youth
ministry, involvement and activism, we find our
movements and churches challenged with dwindling

youth participation.

This year's Asia Pacific Students and Youth Week
celebration and leaflet hopefully will be able to add on
the efforts to address our organizational challenges in
terms of youth participation and involvement.
Moreover, we hope that the resource book will be an
eye opener to our constituencies who are not so much
aware of the life circumstances and difficulties of the
bigger number of youth who are outside the confines

of churches and universities.

Objectives:

1. To challenge our own organization to rethink
the position and role of youth in the life,
history and future of our organization.

2. To challenge our constituencies to look
beyond their own life circumstances and
grapple with the realities of the much bigger
percentage of youth.

3. To highlight the youth's vibrancy, idealism

and capacity to rise above the situation.

By Rakesh Peter Dass, Christian Conference of Asia

August 26, 2003, Hong Kong

Author’s Note:

The Asia Pacific Students and Youth Week (APSWY)
shares its history with the history of the Asia Youth
Week (AYW) of the Youth Department of the
Christian Conference of Asia. As the AYW has
transformed itself into the APSYW, we can trace the
history of the APSYW as the history of the Asia Youth
Week.

What is the Asia Youth Week?

The Asia Youth Week has been, and is, a period of
common celebration in which the youth and the
youth movements in Asia are encouraged to focus
on a common issue.

It is a time when the young people across Asia
come together, in their own locality, to celebrate
and ponder on common issue.

It is a fime for the young people in Asia to pray,
worship, reflect, organize workshops,
consultations, Bible studies and other such
activities through out the region on common issues
within the region.

It is a fime when the young people enjoy the
fellowship of their brothers and sisters across
the region, though separated by distance, but in
the knowledge that young people all across Asia
are celebrating on the same theme during the
week that they are.

The Asia Youth Week is a manifestation of the
ecumenical spirit that transcends national
boundaries to manifest common action with a
common focus.

It is a celebration of mutual joy and an
acknowledgement of standing together with those

people in the region who are suffering. It is
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identifying with the needy of the time, and the

needs of the time.

Why the Asia Youth Week?

To help all youth movements in Asia to focus
together on a common issue that is affecting
youth in Asia either directly or indirectly.

To create a sense of awareness and solidarity
among the youth in Asia in relation to their
struggles through the celebration of the Asia
Youth Week together.

To bridge gaps across countries, languages,
cultures, perspectives, and focuses.

To encourage the youth to get involved in the

struggles of peoples in Asia.

When do we celebrate the Asia Youth Week?

The Asia Youth Week is celebrated every year
during the third week of the month of October. Events
can be organized for a day, or a few days, or can even
last the whole week. There is no fixed duration of the
celebration, only a suggested time of the year. Some
local and national youth and students bodies celebrate
the AYW at times other than the days of the third

week of October, given their special circumstances.

However, youth and students groups across Asia are
encouraged to celebrate the AYW during the same
week in October to express a joint celebration in spirit

and action throughout the region.

How do we celebrate the Asia Youth Week?

The Christian Conference of Asia Youth helps youth
movements throughout Asia fo celebrate this event
through the sharing of youth experiences and studies
in relation to the theme. Celebrations vary in duration
and format and include Bible Studies, worship liturgies,
reflections and reports, poster competitions, seminars,
etc. This list is certainly not exclusive as youth
discover new ways to celebrate the youth week.

Resource materials, in the form of a Resource
Booklet, are sent out to all the youth movements to
help them prepare for the events. The youth
movements are encouraged to translate the materials
in the local language. The youth movements are free to
change the dates of celebration to a convenient time in
their calendar, if required.

The sharing of Asia Youth Week among the ASYG
network has been a joyous occasion for CCA. Now this
sharing has been strengthened by the creation of the
EASY Net. And so it is with much joy that, since 2002,
CCA Youth has shared the Asia Youth Week to be

celebrated as the Asia Pacific Students and Youth
Week under the auspices of the Ecumenical Asia

Pacific Students and Youth Network.

From the time in 1998 when IMCS proposed to share
in the celebration of the AYW up to the sharing of

celebrations as the APSYW, we have come a long way.

We also look forward to the same level of
commitment and standard that the Asia Youth Week
has developed. This is now our common challenge, and
in this a truly great opportunity.

The opportunity fo come together, students and
youth, in common action and unity. To come together in
oneness towards love, peace, and justice for all

creation.




by Rev. Paddy Noble

The Workshop Facilitator of the EASYNET Creative Writing
Workshop should take the role as leader of this liturgy with 3
other members of the workshop preferably in a gender
balance leadership role of the liturgy. The liturgy should
flow and take a quiet contemplative pace keeping in mind the
time set out for worship. Prepare about 3 people to lead this
liturgy, either reading the scripture reading, respectively by
gender balance. Let everyone gather in a room large
enough to meet and worship, seating themselves in a circle
either on chairs, or the floor creating a circle leaving a wide
empty space within the worship circle. At the centre of the
circle place items of reflection suitable for people to use as an
object of reflection for example the cross, bible or candles
t hat

symbol i ses

also be good to have pictures or stories of youth and students

peopl eds rel

who would like to share a little about their lives in what it
means to them to map out their lives amidst the social
troubles they face for example: demonstration placards,
receipts, news paper articles or items that would remind
students and youth of what it means to be disenfranchised in
a situation where poverty, abuse, etc is the everyday reality

for us all.

1. Workshop Leader or Facilitator reads to the
participants the following reflection.
Is God present among us? This question needs to be
asked when we encounter students and youth suffering
from poverty, political instability, expensive costs for
higher  education, unemployment, homelessness,
substance abuse, deteriorating church attendance,
consumerism and pop culture. Is God present among
us? Do we feel God's presence? Sometimes it seems
that God doesn't exist because if there was a God why
are we having all these problems? Isn't God supposed
to help us? Can this God give us comfort from abuse?
Or pay for our education? These questions need to
be asked and reflected upon because they are the

daily realities of our lives.

igious beliefs and faith.
2. Reflective Music for thought and inspiration

In the background we can listen to reflective music from the
words of Enigma Return to Innocence.
Song: "Return to Innocence” by Enigma
Love - Devotion - Feeling - Emotion
Don't be afraid to be weak
Don't be too proud to be strong
Just look into your heart my friend
That will be the return fo yourself

The return to innocence.....

3. Workshop Leader or Facilitator reads the Opening
Meditation
The opening meditation is to enable us to find peace
and quietness in our lives allowing us to be aware of
ourselves at this moment. It is to help us breath and
to be conscious of it. Closing our eyes and breathing
normally whilst listening to each verse or mantra with a

one minute silence in between each verse.

Breathing



Leader reads each verse whilst the participants sit
back breathing and reflecting.
At the centre of our earth, mother and giver of life let
us breathe in and breathe out.
Taking 1 minute to breathe in and out
At the gentle breeze of sky, our father, giver of life,
let us breathe in and breathe out.
Taking 1 minute to breathe in and out
When our lives becomes too much to bear with people
suffering stress, pain, loss, war and conflict let us
breathe in and breathe out.
Taking 1 minute to breathe in and out
When the love and tender touch of those who we love
bless us with their presence let us breathe in and
breathe out.
Taking 1 minute to breathe in and out
When life is too fast for us let us slow down by
breathing in and breathing out.

Taking 1 minute to breathe in and out

Let us recite together:

God of Hope You are our centre when there is no
centre
God of Love You give us love when it feels that there

is no love

God of Quietness you bring us peace when there is too
much noise outside
God of the simple things you make the most ordinary
things the most important

Amen.

4. Scriptural Reading
By a participant of the worship leaders
Matthew 5:1-14 - The Beatitudes

5. Theological and Reflective Questions
At the conclusion of the scriptural reading we use this time to
share and reflect giving time for people to share their hopes
and aspirations for the future. The youth and students may
not want to share or answer these questions; nonetheless
these questions are only here for reflection and short
discussion.

What are your hopes and aspirations for the future?
What are the obstacles out there that limit you from
achieving your hopes and aspirations?

Why?

Do you think God is relevant for you in this modern
world?

Why?

6. Intercessional Prayers for Youth and Students

Leader 1:

Response:

Leader 2:

Response:

Leader 1:

Response:

Leader 2:

God give us guidance so that we can
guide ourselves.

Let our prayer be heard.

God sometimes we get angry because
it seems there is no hope.

Let us have inner peace where hope
resides.

God our future is blurred by
uncertainty there are so many
obstacles in the way.

Let us see clarity in our lives through
you.

God our friend sometimes we are
caught up trying to make money, find
jobs, build careers, provide for our

families. Help us to keep in mind the

simple things in life.




Response:

Leader 1 & 2:

Response:

Let us remember the warmth of the
sun, the gentle breeze, and the
drizzle of summer rain.

God let us discover again what it
means to be ourselves when our lives
are busy. Help us find space, clarity
and direction in our lives when there
are barriers. Give us the grace just
to be.

6God your Son who inspired us to find
direction in our lives, to map our
future and to open doors of peace,
awareness and consciousnhess of
ourselves and to others, give us hope
and strength just to be the best we
can. In the centre of our mother
earth or in the high skies of our

father sky we give thanks to you.

Amen.

7. The Prayer Jesus Taught
Let us recite this prayer, a revised version of the more

traditional Lords Prayer taught to us in Matthew 6:10-14.

Our God in Heaven and Earth where are you in our time
of despair and hope?
Give us what we need, stability, food, education
Let us also not judge but learn to forgive

Let us not get caught up in materialism, capitalism and
too much consumerism.

In the name of God who is our mother and father,

sister and brother, friend and lover. In the name of

Jesus who has inspired us to be ourselves irrespective

of gender, race, and religion.

In the name of that Sacred Holy Spirit in which we

can feel but cannot see,
Be inspired by but inspire others.

Thanks be to God

Amen.

8. Closing Music for thought and inspiration
Using a recording of the music by Peter Gabriel and Kate
Bush we will close the service listening and reflecting on the
Il yrics of their song
and inspired by Peter Gabriel during a personal bout of

depression in the struggle of looking for work. He suffered

6Dondt

a breakdown due to being unemployed which inspired him to
write this song which was released in 1986.

Song: "Don't Give Up" By Peter Gabriel & Kate Bush

9. Closing Blessing

Final Blessing

Holding hands in a circle for blessings over a group. Taken
from the Edmund Rice Christian Brothers web page
OEmbracing a Common
http://www.ercbna.org/index.htm

Reader: May you love God with everything in

your heart be it gladness or doubt, fear

or playfulness. May you love deeply the

people with whom you live and work, and

may they love you.

Response: ~ May you never waver in the pursuit of

Gi ve Upustice and’ peace, diving! Yourself sin

risk, creativity and thoughtfulness.
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Reader: May you live with a spirit of forgiveness,
mending what is broken and bridging
what is separated.

Response: May you remember all of the loved ones

who have helped you fashion your life

story.

Reader: May you take sadness into your heart

holding it lightly till compassion is born

- then, may you give your compassion

away.

All: Go gently and joyfully in a spirit of

truth, as witnesses of God's love. May
God watch over you, Jesus walk with

you, and the Spirit give you courage.

Go forth and give new life!

Thanks be to God!

Member movements

Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs (APAY)
The YMCA is a worldwide Christian, LY

ecumenical, voluntary movement for x
women and men with special emphasison  ° A 4
the genuine involvement of young people. Tt seeks'
share the Christian ideal of building a human
community of justice with love, peace and
reconciliation for the fullness of life and creation.
YMCA's are established in 27 countries and
territories in Asia and Pacific under the umbrella of
the Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs, the office of

which is located in Hong Kong.

Christian Conference of Asia (CCA)

CCA is a regional ecumenical movement

Bl and fellowship of more than 100 churches and national

council of churches in Asia Pacific. It serves as an

i~| organ and a forum of continuing cooperation among the

churches and national Christian bodies in the region

within the framework of the wider ecumenical

movement.
It prioritizes ecumenical leadership formation and
networking, to serve the ecumenical youth movement in

Asia.

9.

International Movement of Catholic

Students (IMCS) Asia Pacific

IMCS is an international lay movement of tertiary
and university students. It is an International Catholic
Organization (ICO) recognized by the Holy See.

IMCS' mission is "to carry out the complete
development of Catholic idea in the student milieu in all
fields of university, intellectual and social life, based
on the best traditions of the Christian past and frying
to meet the exigencies of the present times."
(Fribourg Document, 1961.)

IMCS continues to strive for a sense of mission
within the milieu, crossing the boundaries of race,
culture and religion, inspired by the Christ and the
gospel values. In solidarity with all marginalized social
sectors, IMCS increasingly discovers the scientific,
intellectual and cultural demands of the struggle for
Jjustice. It puts studies at the service of the

marginalized and the poor.

International Young Christian
Students (IYCS) Asia

IYCS was born in 1920's and now it has reached over

80 countries around the world including 14 national
movements in Asia. IYCS Movement promotes

SEE-JUDGE-ACT methodology, which is inspired by
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Cardinal Jospeh Cardjin and practice even in the “cell
groups”, which is call as the heart of the movement. In
Asia, IYCS is based in Schools and Parishes serving
both Catholics and Non catholic students.

IYCS is an International Catholic organization (ICO)
recoghized by the Holy See and An International
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) with the
consultative status with the United Nations (UN)
System (ECOSOC) and operational relations with
UNESCO, Recognized in the Church in Asia by the
Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences (FABC) and
their respective National Conferences. More info at

WWWw.iycsasia.org, Www.iycs.org

World Student Christian Federation
(WSCF) Asia Pacific Region

The World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) is
a worldwide ecumenical federation of Student
Christian Movement. It seeks fo provide a worldwide
forum for students across boundaries of culture, race,
and denomination. Its major concerns and priorities
are leadership development, empowerment of women,
critique of higher education in the context of
globalization, as well as the exploration of theology and
spirituality rooted in the hopes and struggles of

students worldwide.

SCM members are constantly engaged in the work of
reflecting on Christian theology and spirituality,
challenging the mainline institutional churches and
working for unity in the church and for peace and

justice in the world.

World Young Women Christian
Association (World YWCA)

The World YWCA is the oldest international
ecumenical women's organization. It is an international
Non-Government Organization and has consultative
status with the United Nations Economic and Social
Council (UN ECOSOC).

The World YWCA strives to build a just society
committed to gender equality and the full integration
of women locally, nationally, and internationally. It aims
to improve women's lives, achieve social and economic
Jjustice, ensure human right, and restore the integrity
of the planet.

As students and youth in Asia Pacific, inspired by
the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, we renew our
commitment to a society that upholds gender and
social justice where human beings and all of creation

live in dignity and respect.
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