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With Prime Ministers Robert Menzies and Bob Hawke, High Court judges 

Ronald Wilson, Garfield Barwick and HV Evatt, and educators David 

Penington and Leonie Kramer all members, the Australian Student Christian 

Movement has provided a forum for exploring spirituality and social issues 

in the nation’s universities for over a century. Described as a ‘university 

within a university’ the ASCM has had a national and international influence 

and has inspired leading academics, politicians, public servants, business 

leaders and clergy to put their faith into action. 

Renate Howe draws on a rich range of material from libraries, private 

collections and oral histories. She tells the inspiring story of the progressive 

ASCM, a movement whose influence has extended well beyond its formal 

membership.

About the Author
Renate Howe is the author of books and articles exploring the intersection 

of Australia’s social and religious history.  She has contributed articles 

on the Australian Student Christian Movement to The Spirit of Australia: 

Religion in Citizenship and National Life (2003) and on ‘Australian Student 

Christian Movement and Women’s Activism in the Asia-Pacific Region’ to 

the Journal of Women’s History (2001). She also authored the entry on 

‘Student Movements’ in the Oxford Companion to Australian Politics (2007). 

She is an Honorary Fellow in the School of Heritage and Society at Deakin 

University.

Endorsements
“Renate Howe makes a major contribution to Australia’s religious, 

intellectual and social history through her rigorous analysis, perceptive 

insights and graceful writing.  She illuminates the ASCM’s ambitious 

foundations; its theological and political struggles and strengths; the 

evolution towards gender equality; the movement’s remarkable influence; 

and reasons for its decline.  She tells an inspiring story of committed 

discipleship; and of the search for the common good in universities, 

schools and churches and for Australian and international society.”

 – John Langmore, Professorial Fellow, University of Melbourne

A Century of Influence 
The Australian Student Christian Movement, 1896-1996 

Renate Howe 

UNSW Press   •   University of New South Wales    Sydney    NSW    2052   •   www.unswpress.com.au  

Specifications >

Contents

Table of Contents

Glossary

Introduction

1 ‘The Evangelisation of the World in this 

Generation’ 

2 An Independent Student Controlled 

Organisation

3 ‘A Mighty Christian Empire in the Southern 

Seas’: the movement and mission

4 A New View of Discipleship

5 The Rise and Fall of the New World Order

6 ‘The SCM is Going to Hell’

7 Moving from Challenge to Challenge: 

pacifists, communists and Christians

8 ‘Lo, Here is Felawschippe’

9 We Shall Rebuild

10 ‘The University Within a University’

11 ‘That They All May be One’: ut omnes 

unum sunt

12 The Gathering Storm

13 ‘Christ, the Inspiration of Our Political 

Struggle’

14 The End of the Journey?

Bibliography

classification >  Religious History / Australian History

www.unswpress.com.au/isbn/9781921410956.htm



Two ways to order:

1. Please post to:

ASCM History Promotion Office

PO Box 5

CANTERBURY VIC 3126

2. Phone:

Wendy Taylor on 0408 619 905 (please have your credit card details 

handy)

Prices & Postage

All prices are in Australian dollars and include GST where necessary.

Early Bird orders can be received up to 5 August 2009. 

Postage Australia & NZ wide is AUD $10.00 per book. Delivery within 

Australia is by Australia Post.

Returns Policy

If a book is supplied misbound or misprinted, you are entitled to a 

refund or exchange upon returning the book(s) with purchase details 

(receipt) and full contact details attached
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or        this form is only for payment by credit card for book(s) I have already received

Full Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street/PO Box Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Suburb:_______________________________State:____________   PostCode:   Country:____________________________
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